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What is the future of 
tomato production  
for Mexico?

If we have the right vision of 
the panorama of the fruit with 
the highest economic impact in 
the world, we can see endless 
opportunities for countries that 
are getting more technified, 
opportunities for more efficient 
and sustainable production, 
industrializing and international 
trading. 

Throughout this article, we will 
be able to see collected data 
that will make us understand 
that the road to sustainability 
in this industry is still long, but 
we can clearly see the direc-
tion that we must follow to use 
efficient resources in  
production systems. 

Quick overview:  To understand 
the magnitude of what we are 
missing in Mexico to reach our 
full potential, let’s talk about 
the average production with 
efficient production systems, 
being Netherlands, the number 
1 exceeding 500 Tons per ha in 

greenhouse, when in Mexico, 
the average is around 35 tons 
per ha, since most of the pro-
duce is growth in open fields.

Our state with the most effi-
cient production and yield is 
Queretaro, being an area that 
averages around 300 tons per 
ha in greenhouses. 

If we compare ourselves with 
the Netherlands and their 
tecnificated systems, we know 
that although we have the 
highest volumes of fresh toma-
to exports, we are not taking 
advantage of all of our oppor-
tunities and resources. 
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United States 
with 99.6%, 
and with tiny 
exceptions such 
as Canada with 
0.4% and Japan 
with 0.1%.

We can also analyze that our 
exports are practically only  
to the

This analysis gives us a vision 
of the opportunity that we 
have to get in new markets 
where the fruit can be  
accessed, maintaining the 
quality that characterizes  
the Mexican Produce.

With the current pandemic 
and with the changes it made 
in people's lifestyle we can 
observe that the way of con-
suming tomatoes has changed, 
but despite the fact that most 
industries had important falls, 
the tomato remained, which 
tells us that with the rebound 
that is seen from the vaccine 
and the reopening of restau-
rants and bars soon this year, 
we can anticipate that there 
will be growth the next years 

for the demand of Mexican 
Tomato for United States.
We also know the adverse  
situation that tomatoes have 
had in the Mexican Market, 
reaching up to 1 peso /  
kilogram in the fields, a very 
different situation for export-
ers but quite difficult for all 
small-medium growers whose 
do not have access to the US 
Market due to lack of certifi-
cations, infrastructure, quality 
or responsible practices, not 
to mention the challenging 
access to American buyers and 
information on prices inside 
the US market.

It is important to seek profes-
sionalization in our crops  

at the level that everyone has 
access to, but always leverag-
ing the available technology 
and learning as much as possi-
ble from efficient growers and 
associations.
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Apart from reading the following data about the 
tomato industry, if you are a grower or distributor 
of tomato and you are interested in being updated 
every day with prices reports from the US market, 
I highly recommend you to subscribe to the Daily 
Market Report created by ProducePay.

You can also join Treembo's Platform and place  
your crop on the Haverst Map here.

Click here

Here’s where ProducePay and  Treembo  
do an excellent collaboration by connecting 
these growers with potential buyers in the US, 
providing financial structure and certifiers that 
promote exports. 

Daily Market Report

Harvest Map

There are many growers that strive and take huge risks to start exporting, they 
achieve the quality, requirements and even manage to get a buyer, but that is just 
a part of the process, there’s the need for a financial & legal structure to aspire  
for growth with reduced risk, we know the typical story of growers that exports 
and they don’t get paid by their buyer, and there’s no legally way to act in  
their country.

Click here

https://treembo.com/harvest
https://insights.producepay.com/market-insights/watchlist
https://insights.producepay.com/market-insights/watchlist
https://treembo.com/harvest
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Global Tomato Production 
(1980- 2019)

Tomato production in the world
Source: FAOSTAT

The historical information of tomato production 
in the world presented a slight upward trend  
for the three main parameters: production, har-
vested area and average yields. However, the 
harvested area seems to be reaching a point of 

stability that would be normal given the use of 
hydroponic systems and greenhouses that make 
it more possible to obtain greater production in 
smaller areas. 

2001 was the year with the lowest production recorded in 18 years.
In 2019 it presented an increase of about 60% compared to 2001.
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Harvested area of tomato in the world

Average tomato yield in the world

Source: FAOSTAT

Source: FAOSTAT

Comparing the lowest point (2001) with the highest  
reported (2019) the percentage of increase is 75%.

Between 2000 (lowest performance) and 2019 
(highest performance), it improved by 71%.
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In 2019, 180 million tons were 
produced, in an area of 5 mi-
llion hectares, so the average 
yield worldwide was 36 tons 
per hectare, a low figure if we 
consider that the Netherlands 
had an average yield of 505.6 
tons per hectare. 

In addition, in 2019 the tomato 
ranked 10th in terms of pro-
duction obtained worldwide, 
out of a total of 162 crops or 
groups of crops, information 
that is presented by the FAO, 
who established the huge 
importance of this fruit around 
the world.

there was an 
average annual 
growth rate of 
+1.6%

Regarding the value of produc-
tion in the last decade, with 
available data from 2010 to 
2019,

with the last decrease occurring 
in 2010 compared to 2009,  
so without hesitation we can 
certainly watch a stabilization  
of the market.

Production Value
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Top Tomato Producing Countries 2019
Source: FAOSTAT

Production 
obtained (t)Country

Harvested
area (ha)

Average
yield (t/ha)

China

Turkey

United States

Egypt

Mexico

Chile

Guatemala

Peru

India
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Mexican Tomato Customers

Foreign trade 2019: Among the produce that 
Mexico exports, the tomato makes the most  
economic impact, it represents for growers  

and sellers a sale of just over 1,690 thousand  
tons per year. 

United States

Canada

Uruguay

Japan

Guatemala

Cuba

Arab 
Emirates

Argentina

El Salvador

Costa Rica

Honduras

1,740,000,890 dólares

Source: SIAP
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Monthly Distribution of foreign trade in the US

Commercial origin- 
destination:  There is external 
demand for Mexican tomatoes 
every month, but due to the 
seasonal effect on national 
production and the demand 
from the US (Mexico’s largest 
customer), between August 
and September there is a slight 
decrease in volume. 

The United States is the  
largest importer of fresh  
tomatoes in the world, among 
the five next countries, four of 
them are European. An even-
tual offer for these countries is 
focused on processed tomato 
products. 

Source: SIAP

Month Imports Exports

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December
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In 2019, the United States was the principal importer country of fresh tomatoes,  
keeping 23.2%  of the total world imports, which represented an expense of just  
over 2.4 million dollars.

Imports of fresh tomato

Top importers of fresh tomato in 2019
Source: FAOSTAT

The leader in imports, the United States, imports
the same as Germany, Russia and France together.

Country Tons Share (%)

United States

Germany

Russia

France

Irak

United Kingdom

Pakistan

Netherlands

Canada

Saudi Arabia
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Top importers of fresh tomato in 2019
Source: FAOSTAT

The value of imports in the United States is 57% higher 
than Germany, country positioned in second place.

(MDD)Country Million dollars Share (%)

United States

Germany

France

Russia

United Kingdom

Netherlands

Canada

Poland

Irak

Spain
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US tomato imports from Mexico
Source: USDA Border Crossing Data

The record with the lowest income was in 2015. In 2018 
had an upturn of close to 80%. In 2019 showed a
decrease again. 

Product

Tomato

% change $ change
Total  
(dollars)
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Top exporters of fresh tomato in 2019
Source: FAOSTAT

Exports of fresh tomato

In 2019, Mexico was the principal exporter country of fresh tomato, keeping a 
23.6% of the total world exports, which represented an income of just over 2.1 
million dollars. 

The exports of fresh produce of Mexico in 2019 were as follows:  99.6% to United 
States, 0.3% to Canada and 0.1% to Japan, according to the information provided 
by the SIAP (Panorama Agroalimentario 2020).

(t)Country Tons Share (%)

Mexico

Netherlands

Spain

Morocco

Turkey

Belgium

Jordan

France

Afghanistan

United States
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Top exporters of fresh tomato in 2019
Source: FAOSTAT

So, it makes sense that our export numbers 
match the US import numbers, although this 
also indicates that we completely depend on our 
northern neighbor. 

In other words, by not having alternative mar-
kets, there’s an important risk to consider, which 
fortunately we’ve been winning so far, but which 
at some point could put national production in a 
difficult situation.

Mexico maintains an income 11.5% higher than the 
Netherlands, country that is second on the list.

(MDD)Country Million dollars Share (%)

Mexico

Netherlands

Spain

Morocco

Canada

France

Belgium

Turkey

United States

China
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Top importing companies of Mexican tomato in the USA
Source: USDA Border Crossing Data, 2015 - 2020

Mastronardi International Ltd. is the company with the 
largest purchases on record, with figures that equal  
the sum of the next 7 companies on the list.

Company Weight (kg)
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Exporters of fresh tomato from Mexico to the US *
Source: USDA Border Crossing Data, 2015 - 2020

Although Baja California Sur is in first place, the largest export presence is  
Sinaloa. The sum of exporters from Sinaloa (633,471,286 kg) exceed the  
exporters of Baja California Sur and Jalisco together (598,332,946 kg).

* Exports above 50 million kg.

Company Weight (kg)
  
Mexican state
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Top shipping points from  
Mexico to United States

Tijuana, Baja California
Mexicali, Baja California
Nogales, Sonora
Piedras Negras, Coahuila
Colombia, Nuevo León
Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas
Ciudad Reynosa, Tamaulipas
Matamoros, Tamaulipas

Tijuana

Mexicali

Nogales

Colombia

Nuevo Laredo

Reynosa

Matamoros

Piedras
Negras



Market Prices



Contents 25Market Prices

Prices of Roma Tomato in the US market*
Source: Daily Market Report of ProducePay

Analysis of main vegetables

The second half of the year is where the best prices are reported in  
the market. However, in 2020 prices remained in a good range since  
the first months.

* Conventional product, crosses through Arizona, California and Texas. Packaging: 25 lbs bulk box, XLGE and LGE sizes. USD

Contents

January        February          March              April                May                June                July              August       September       October      November       December             Average

Low Price High Price
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Prices of Round Tomato in the US market*
Source: Daily Market Report of ProducePay

Comparing both types of tomato, the highest peak in December 2020: Roma 
Tomato with $23.8 and Round Tomato reported $30.0 being 79% higher.

* Conventional product, Vine Ripe variety, crosses through Arizona, California and Texas. Packaging: 2-layer carton, sizes 4x4, 4x5 and 5x5. USD

Contents

January        February          March              April                May                June                July              August       September       October      November       December             Average

Low Price High Price
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Roma tomato volumes entering the US market*
Source: Daily Market Report of ProducePay

2019 was the best year for Mexican Tomato market prices, same for 
California, while 2018 presented best results for Florida and Canada.

* Conventional and organic, all crossings and boarding points. All types of packaging. Tons 

Mexico

Florida

California

Tennessee

Michigan

Canada

Others
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Tomato Production in Mexico

The historical information on tomato production 
in Mexico indicates something interesting about 
what we must think about, and it is that the pro-
duction obtained has increased even when the 
harvested area has decreased.

3 out of every 100 kilograms 
of tomato produced in the world  
originate from Mexican fields.

Mexico is the 
9th world producer
with 3,441,639 tons

To explain this we have to review the yield  
(production obtained in the harvested area), 
which shows a considerable upward trend,  
possibly due to the production obtained  
through hydroponic systems in greenhouses. 
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Tomato production obtained in Mexico
Source: SIAP

From the last drop in 2011 to the rebound in 2018, the 
growth in production is 1.91 millions of tons. The fall in 
2019 is due to the report of 1,116 hectares damaged,  
while in 2018 there were only 206.
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Harvested area of tomato in Mexico
Source: SIAP

Less and less area is needed to produce 
more thanks to the implementation of  
technology and infrastructure such as 
greenhouses and shade nets.

If you are a technified producer, 
know this financial support from

Click here
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https://producepay.com/financing/
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Average yield of Tomato in Mexico
Source: SIAP

The average yield in Mexico was 74.4 tons per 
hectare, just over a half of the average yield 
worldwide.
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Tomato production value in Mexico
Source: SIAP

In the last decade there was an  
average annual growth rate of +9.1%
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Mexican tomato producing states in 2019
Source: SIAP

State
Production 
obtained (t)

Harvested
area (ha)

Average
yield (t/ha)

Production
value (MP)
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Mexican states with more tomato production: Top 10 

The tomato is the fruit with the highest  
production, it’s grown for national &  
international demand.

In 2019, 3 million 442 thousand tons were  
harvested, 9% less than 2018, as a result of  
a 4.1% decrease in planting area and also  
because of the increment in damaged areas  
by 4.4 times more compared to last year. 

13.8 kg
of annual consumption 
per capita

The rest of the country contributes 
with 955,536 toneladas

21.9%
participation in national 
vegetable production

Source: SIAP
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Main producing states: Queretaro & Sinaloa.

obtaining the first place in production value, 
thanks to the fact that it also leads in the sec-
tions of production obtained and harvested area, 
but in the section of yield it is very far from the 
first place.

Sinaloa
Sinaloa is the undisputed 
leader in tomato production,

Querétaro,
with 384.7 tons per 
hectare,
leads indisputably in the section of yield. It is  
important to mention that this state has only 
280 hectares, despite it getting 107,515 tons.

It is worth mentioning that a large part of the production in Sinaloa is 
open-air and therefore is quite exposed to sudden climatic changes. 
In fact, between January and April, Sinaloa harvests 79.8% of its 
tomato, so a colder than normal winter has the potential to generate 
heavy losses.

Of course, almost all of the production in Querétaro is obtained  
in high-tech greenhouses, which explains the high yield; in fact,  
180 of those hectares are located in Agropark, a cluster of high-tech 
greenhouses, where they are thinking of adding another 220  
hectares soon.
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Tomato producers in the country  
together obtain a monthly average  
of 287 thousand tons.

National monthly production by percentage
Source: SIAP

From October's 6.7% drop to the November rebound,  
there was a 9.8% increase
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Strategic tomato regions in Mexico, Spring - Summer
Source: SADER, 2017
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Strategic tomato regions in Mexico, Autumn - Winter
Source: SADER, 2017
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Breakdown of domestic production

By type of technology

In Mexico the tomato is grown mostly in open 
field (64.8%), but this type of production leaves 
much less income than production in greenhouse 
and shade house, because between both techno-
logies (34.4%) they obtain 2.5 times more value 
than open-field production, derived of course 
from the higher yield obtained, which for both 
greenhouse and shade house far exceeds that of 
open field.

One question we should put on the table is how 
much of the surface in the open it could move 
to protected agriculture in the next decade, for, 
although it would be a considerable challenge, 
there is a clear point of improvement in this  
regard that we should not ignore; in addition, for 
the yield, one hectare under greenhouse yields 
the same as 4.9 hectares in open field, so a chan-
ge of hectare per hectare would be required.

Tomato production in Mexico by type of technology
Source: SIAP

Technology
Production 
obtained (t)

Harvested
area (ha)

Average
yield (t/ha)

Production
value (MP)

Open Air

Greenhouse

Macro Tunnel

Shade Netting
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By type of production

It is understandable that the national organic 
production is little, because being the majority 
in the open air, the incidence of pests and disea-
ses is complicated to manage, something that 
of course is facilitated to some extent within or 
under a protection structure. Another reason is 
that organic production requires more attention 
to detail, i.e. less feeling and more data.

Tomato production in Mexico by type of production
Source: SIAP

while only the remaining 1.5% is organic, some-
thing that certainly attracts a lot of attention, 
especially because the U.S. market usually pays 
very well for organic products, and that makes 
us reflect on why we are not taking advantage of 
that situation in a better way.

98.5% of tomato production  
in Mexico is conventional

Production
Production 
obtained (t)

Harvested
area (ha)

Average
yield (t/ha)

Production
value (MP)

Conventional

Organic
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Tomato-producing countries in 2020
Source: Info Data

Country
Production
obtained (t)

China

India

United States

Turkey

Egypt

Iran

Italy

Spain

Mexico

Brazil
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In 2020 production has increased by more than 
35% compared to the last ten years.

    China
62 million tons

    India
19.5 million tons

    USA
12.7 million tons

The current average production in the world  
is 27 tons per hectare.

The other producers, with figures exceeding 5 million tones, 
are Turkey, Italy and Egypt.

The largest production per area occurs in Euro-
pean greenhouses, where they exceed 700 t/ha  
in a season.

The cultivation of fresh tomatoes in the open field 
and of high production with irrigation by furrow, 
normally produces between 50 and 70 t/ha.

3
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A quarter of world production is  
currently destined for the processing 
industry.

The average per capita consumption of processed 
products is 5.6 kg/year, ranging from 37.4 kg/year 
in the US to 0.1 kg/year in India.

The highest per capita consumption is in the US, 
Italy, and Canada. 91% of the production destined 
for industry is in the northern hemisphere.

The largest producers is the US (mainly Califor-
nia) with approximately 10 million tons, followed 
by Italy with 5 million. It is followed by Spain,  
Turkey, China, Brazil, and Greece, which process 
more than 1 million tons of tomatoes per year.

Total world exports of processed tomatoes are 
distributed as follows: 3 million tons of juice and 
1.8 million tons of tomato paste.

4.2 million tons  
of fresh tomato is  
exported annually.

Mexico and Spain  
are still the largest  
exporters.
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World production of processed industrial tomatoes would amount to

which would represent 5% more than the previous year, according 
to the World Tomato Council for Industry (WPTC). Estimates con-
sider a 6% growth in production from the northern hemisphere.

39.2 million of tons  
in 2020

The northern hemisphere contributed 93% 
of the world's processed tomato production
and expanded thanks to markets such as California, China, Italy, 
Spain and Turkey, which in total would produce 26.7 million tons, 
almost 73% of what the northern hemisphere produced.

Production from the southern hemisphere would be reduced 7% 
this year, to 2.5 million tons. In detail, Chile, Argentina, Thailand, 
Australia and the Dominican Republic would contribute 71% of 
southern hemisphere production.

Contents
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The area planted with tomatoes in Mexico from 
October 2019 to March 2021 is forecast to be 

Mexican tomatoes are produced in an autumn/
winter cycle and in a spring cycle/summer; 
because of that the USDA measures the year of 
agricultural production for 18 months to capture 
all areas of cultivation.

3% more than the previous 
year, that is 46,509 hectares.

Mexican tomato production 
is forecast at 3.3 million tons 
for the 2020 agricultural 
year.

Forecast 2021 in Mexico

Índice
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2% more during 2020/21, 
according to USDA reports.

The U.S. accounts  
    for 99.7% of all  
        Mexican exports.

The USDA earnings report estimated that 2% more during 
2020/21, according to USDA reports exports from October to 
September 2021 would use 1.87 million tons. The forecast for 
the 2021 agricultural year (October 2020 to March 2022) is 3.47 
million tons, according to the USDA.

Mexican tomato exports have increased from USD 406 million in 
1995 to USD 2 billion in 2019.

Mexican tomato exports to the United States are 
expected to be 

Índice
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Impact of COVID-19 on fresh tomatoes, 
shipments and prices in the U.S.

With COVID-19 there was a 
slowdown in food services in 
the United States (restaurants), 
all services for eating out of the 
house completely collapsed, 
at the same time that con-
sumption in supermarkets rose 
dramatically, as people began 
to make panic purchases.

The most drastic drop was in 
shipments of green round to-
mato, including the State of
Florida fell above its average of 
the last 5 years of shipments of 
this product. 

The round tomato had a decline 
in volumes of shipments  
at the close of business  
due to COVID-19 .

Accurate data on the volumes, 
prices and origin of fresh toma-
toes sold through food service 
supply chains do not exist at 
the industry level or retail sale.
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although shipments had a slight drop in the 
weeks after the closure of business by
COVID, particularly in shipments from Mexico.

In almost the entire 2019-2020 season the origin 
prices of the round and roma tomato were above 
the average of the last 5 years.

Roma or Saladette tomato 
held its average of the last
5 years in shipments, 

Retail spending on food service 

and drinking places fell 51%  

between February and April 2020.

Private spending in service stores 

and supermarkets increased  

by 33% between February  

and March 2020.

It can be said that the sale prices of round and 
roma tomato in The United States after the onset 
of COVID-19 remained close to the average of 
the last 5 years, although that contrasts with the 
price behavior of other food products such as 
meat and dairy that had very high increases after 
the onset of COVID-19.

Key fact
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Monthly retail food marketing 

Fresh tomato production in the USA

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Source: USDA ERS

April showed a significant drop with the 
closure of restaurants and bars in the U.S.

Domestic production and imports have  
remained stable in recent years
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Supply of round tomato in 
the USA

Supply of roma tomato  
in the USA

The supply of round tomato is dominated by 
Florida production and imports from Mexico. In 
combination these two points of origin constitu-
te 69.1% of the shipments of round tomato and 
90.9% of roma tomato.
Mexico has a market share of 45.4% of the su-
pply of round tomato to the USA. Canada shows 
rapid growth, already having a market share of 
10.6% of the round tomato supply to  
the U.S.

•  11.1% of the supply is from Florida

•  79.8% of the supply comes from Mexico.

•  The remaining 9.1% from other diverse  
    backgrounds.

More than 50% of the tomato  

supply in the U.S. goes to  
restaurants and food services, the rest goes to supermarkets 

and self-service stores.

Others

Others
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From 2014 to 2020 the behavior of the internal 
distribution in the U.S. of mexican tomatoes peak in 
the spring months.

Mexico had impacts on the yield of its tomato 
production due to the weather between December 
2019 and February 2020.

Mexican tomato shipments in the week of Decem-
ber 21, 2019 were 39% below their average over 
the past 5 years.

This shows us a price increase due to the impact 
on Mexican production due to the climate.

Additionally, at the beginning of April 2020, a 
new agreement came into effect for the inspec-
tion of 92% of tomatoes from Mexico for impor-
ting into the U.S. This provoked delays in ship-
ments and had an impact on price movement.

February 2020

$20.2 USD
High price of  
Mexican Round tomato

February 2019 

$8.4 USD
Lowest Price of  
Mexican Round Tomato

Source: Daily Market Report of ProducePay
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Taxes on Mexican tomato:
Effects of the tomato war between  
the United States and Mexico 

In 2019 Donald Trump ended the Tomato  
Suspension Agreement by which the industry
of Mexican tomato was exempt from the  
payment of duties to introduce its product into 
the U.S. market, which implies the imposition of 

 
In addition to constituting a benefit for Florida 
producers, who denounce alleged dumping 
practices (artificial lowering of prices) by  
Mexican farmers.

a countervailing duty of  
17.5% for Mexican tomato 
exporters.

More than half (54%) of the  

tomatoes sold in the United States 
come from Mexico. In 2019, exports of this product  

reached US$2,000 million.
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In September 2019, the new Mexican Tomato 
Suspension Agreement was officially signed with 
the United States, after a renegotiation initiated 
by the Trump administration, which  eliminated 
the 17.5% tariff that had been in office since May 
8, 2019.

The sector expects that it will not reach the  
established shipment target of 1.8 million tons, 
this due to coronavirus issues, weather situations 
and the measures established by Donald Trump.

Inspections of 92% of trucks were also 

eliminated, a situation that had slowed 

down the process of entry into the  

United States. 

Tomato growers' organizations 
estimate that 1.4 million  
Mexican day laborers may  
be affected by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce's decision.

Annual losses to the industry  
can amount to $350 million.

The main beneficiaries of the imposition of tariffs 
on Mexican tomatoes are Florida producers.
 

"Florida growers are growing a tomato that 
consumers don't want to buy."

"The Mexican tomato is very different from 
the Florida tomato. It is a tomato that ripens 
naturally in the plant. The one in Florida and 
California is a tomato that is cut differently 
and has to be artificially ripened through 
gas chambers."



Tomato Grower Testimonial
Luis Rodríguez
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Tomato Grower Testimonial
Luis Rodriguez

Producer

Vegetables

2020 was a very good year for the Roma tomato, as there was a 
major impact of the weather on Sinaloa production and tomatoes 
from other regions rose in value dramatically.

In the local markets the price of 30kg wooden boxes was up to 
680 pesos. His recoil was almost equal, 1 peso daily after rea-
ching his maximum limit, and his recoil reached up to 4 or 5 pesos 
/kg in the field around May, almost June.

In February 2020, the harvest started in Jalis-
co with between 11 to 12 pesos per kilogram, 
with a rise from 1 peso/kg almost daily until 
reaching 30 pesos/kg in the field.

•  10 hectares of roma tomato
    (last two years)

•  Not yet exported, but the product has the quality required

•  Not yet packed 

•  Sells it in his own state, Jalisco
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In December 2020 tomato was cultivated again.

The 2021 harvest began on February 11 at  
3 pesos per kilogram, dropping to  
2.5 pesos/kg.

The price has hovered around those ranges since the beginning of 
the harvest, rising to 6 pesos/kg and falling back to 3.

This 2021 it is said that we will have overproduction. For the small 
and medium-sized producer it has been a bad season, although 
with good production volumes we can expect that there will not 
be such significant losses.

To export  
Luis is missing:

Most important pests and diseases  
of the tomato in Jalisco

Cost of production:

•  Certifications

•  Clients

•  Whitefly.

•  Blights.

•
•  200,000 pesos / hectare

2019  120 t/ha CHN Denise Seed 

2020  100 t/ha 79 - Seminis  A lot of regrowth capacity 

2021  100 t/ha 79 - Seminis  In progress, variable data 

.
It is fought at night or at dawn, as it lodges 
below the tomato leaves.

Production:

There is a major virus that we are hearing a lot  
of spread around the world and which as a  
producer we are already paying attention to,  
the tomato brown rugose fruit virus.



Enza Zaden. Fighting 
against the ToBRFV  
Tomato Virus
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ToBRFV: Preliminary test results confirm  
high level of resistance
Press release • April 13th, 2021 

After announcing the discovery of the high 
resistance gene to the tomato brown rugose 
fruit virus (ToBRFV)which is presented as the 
only complete solution for the prevention of the 
spread of the virus by the end of 2020, Enza 
Zaden has not stopped in its work and has es-
tablished with great success the first trials with 
varieties with High Resistance, where the results 
have been excellent.

"We do not see signs of the  
pathogen in plants, although the 
pressure of the virus is very high," 
says Oscar Lara, senior specialist  
in tomato products, about the  

"It is possible to observe how well our 
highly resistant varieties withstand 
ToBRFV,"
indicates Oscar Lara.

first tests in Mexico.
At the Enza Zaden's testing center in Mexico,  
high resistance (HR) varieties are found alongsi-
de susceptible varieties.

That is where the difference can be clearly seen.
Susceptible varieties show different types of fo-
liage alterations, such as yellow mosaic patterns. 
On the other hand, in the affected plants, there 
is also a delay in growth with respect to  
healthy plants.
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Good news

Enza Zaden is conducting similar tests on high-resistance  
to ToBRFV varieties in other  countries.

"Our trials in Europe, North America and the Middle 
East show that we have qualitatively good tomato 
cultivars with a confirmed high resistance level"

Kees Könst
Director of Crop 
Research

"This is good news for all actors involved in the 
tomato growing industry. We know there's a lot at 
stake for our customers, and that's why we work 
hard to make our highly resistance varieties availa-
ble on the market. We hope to have them ready in 
the coming years," concludes Könst.

High performance and high resistance 
 Enza Zaden has a long history in 

tomato hybridization.

"We have a wide variety of tomatoes, from large beef to 

tasty vine tomatoes, to small Roma tomatoes and pink 

varieties for the  

Asian market".
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"This basis of high performing varieties, along with the gene 
we have discovered, will allow us to offer high-yielding varie-
ties with high resistance to ToBRFV."

Why is the high resistance level so important?

"With an intermediate resistance level (ir), the spread of the virus is delayed, 

but even then it enters tomato plants, infected plants could eventually show 

symptoms," says Könst. "Conversely, with a high level of resistance, plants 

and fruits do not host the virus. This means that plants will not be a source of 

spread of the virus and that the screening test will be negative. A high resistance 

Enza Zaden is a world leader in the improvement and  
production of vegetable seeds, based in the Netherlands  
with presence in 25 countries. The company is a benchmark  
in tomato breeding and offers the best programs with more 
than 30 other vegetables and culinary herbs.

About Enza Zaden

For more information about Enza Zaden and their fight 
against the ToBRFV click on the button:

Click here

variety can make the difference between generating profits

or lose the crop."

https://www.enzazaden.com/us/news-and-events/news/2021/tobrfv-first-trial-results-confirm-high-resistance-level
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