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Overview

The world production 
of blueberries reached 
its historical maxi-
mum in 2019, with 
823 thousand tons 
produced, thanks to 
a constant increase 
in the harvested area. 
Although in the issue 
of yields, these have 
been quite stable; 
they have not in-
creased significantly 
in the last decade.

Although the blueberry is a 
strategic crop for Mexico, since 
much of what is produced is 
exported to the United States, 
the country is currently in the 
sixth position in the list of the 
main producing countries, well 
below the first places, two of 
which are direct competition 
for Mexican producers: Peru 
and Chile, which also have  
the United States market  
in their sights.

At national level, production 
has continued to increase in  
recent years, with stable growth 
without really significant in-
creases, as a result of a con-
stant increase in the harvested 
area. However, national yields 
have not risen in the last 5 
years, presenting rather a clear 
stagnation that does not help 
to raise production considerably.

In 2020 the value of domes-
tic blueberry production was 
only 1.8% higher compared to 
2019, despite the increase in  
production. To explain this, it 
is enough to take a look at the 
prices of blueberries  in the US 
market, since in  recent  years 
there has been a trend indi-
cating a significant decrease 
in prices, which  could be due 
to a growing supply against 
stagnant demand, as a possible 
consequence of a  decrease in 
the purchasing power of US 
households.
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In Mexico the state of Jalisco is 
still the main reference in the 
production of blueberries, still 
leaving Michoacan and Sinaloa 
quite far away, at least in terms 
of the production obtained, 
because if we review the value 
of the production the Michoacan 
blueberry it was quite close to 
the Jalisco blueberry. In ad-
dition, although Zapotlan el 
Grande, Jalisco has the largest 
number of hectares of blue-
berry, it is the municipality 
of Ensenada, Baja California, 
which generates the highest 
value of production, so the 
blueberry is being strength-
ened as a strategic crop in the 
north of the country.

Now, we must bear in mind 
that the main export market 
for Mexican blueberries is the 
United States, which in turn 
surpasses Mexico in the list of 
main producers, with just over 
30% of production in 2020. 
This means that the blueberry 
is a crop of great importance 
in that country, which has led 
U.S. blueberry producers to ask 
their government for greater 
protection against the Mexican 
product, establishing the last 
year an imposition of tariffs 
that could affect the entire 
blueberry industry in Mexico. 
This is a point that must be 
kept in mind because it will 
surely give more to talk about.

As far as the United States is 
concerned, the states of Wash-
ington and California maintain a 
constant increase of production, 
while Oregon and Georgia have 
presented some decrease.

In the export section, Peru con-
tinues its relentless march, with 
almost 30% of world exports in 
2020, followed by Chile, Mexico 
got the seven position, quite far 
from the leaders in terms of the 
value of exports. In the im-
port section, the United States 
continues to be the country that 
requires the most blueberries, 
and by far, which ensures the 
commercialization of Mexico's 
production, as long as no re-
strictions are imposed at some 
point that change the current 
situation, since the United 
States acquires almost 95% of 
the volume that Mexico exports. 
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If you want to be up to date with blueberry prices 
in the United States market, subscribe for free to 
the Daily Market Report offered by ProducePay, 
where you will also find information on many other 
agricultural products. 

If you are a blueberry producer, remember that at Treembo you can 
place your crop on our harvest map, so that you can find technical 
advisors, input suppliers, potential buyers, news and more.  
Sign up for free! 

Click here

For this reason, the alliance between ProducePay 
and Treembo seeks to connect producers inter-
ested in exporting to the United States market 
with potential clients, financial structures, and 
certifications. 

Daily Market Report

Harvest Map

There are many producers who strive to achieve the necessary quality, get a client 
and comply with the export requirements, however, we know the typical story of 
the producer who exports and his client does not pay him, with the impossibility 
of acting legally on his country, so producers need to have a legal and financial 
structure to protect them. 

Click here

https://treembo.com/harvest
https://insights.producepay.com/market-insights/watchlist
https://insights.producepay.com/market-insights/watchlist
https://treembo.com/harvest
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World Production

Blueberry production in the world
Source: FAOSTAT

In recent years the trend of blueberry production worldwide 
presented a constant increase, however, in 2019 the increase 
compared to the previous year was sufficient and important,  
which indicates the relevance that this crop is acquiring.
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Harvested area of blueberry in the world
Source: FAOSTAT

The harvested area of blueberries in the world continues to increase 
with each passing year, and between 2000 and 2019 the increase 
has been 64,643 ha, that is, an increase of 117.9%, with an average 
annual increase for the same period of 4.3%.
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Average blueberry yield in the world
Source: FAOSTAT

It is interesting that in the last two decades there have been no 
considerable variations in the global yield of blueberries, which 
means that it has not been possible to successfully overcome  
some important limitation for production, so the opportunities  
are still there.

From 2018 to 2019 the blueberry experienced its 
highest historical increase in production, going 
from 666,451 to 823,328 tons, which repre-
sented an increase of 23.5%, resulting from an 
increase in the harvested area of 5.9% and an 
increase in the average yield of 9.0%.

United States was the main producer of bluebe-
rries in 2019, with 308,706 tons, that is, 37.5% 
of world production; it was followed by Canada, 
Peru, Spain and Mexico. Although in the matter 
of yields the United States remains in the fifth 
position, a section that leads Peru with 16.8 tons 
per  hectare, followed by Spain, Mexico and the 
Netherlands.
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Mexico occupies the 6th place 
in world production with 

48,999 tons

#6
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Blueberry production in Mexico

Since 2015 Mexico has maintained a constant increase in the 
production obtained from blueberry, which is good news for the 
sector, because this indicates a certain stability in the production of 
this crop. Can this growth rate be maintained for the next 5 years?

Blueberry production obtained in Mexico
Source: SIAP
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Harvested area of blueberries in Mexico

Average blueberry yield in Mexico

Source: SIAP

Source: SIAP

The fact that the harvested area of blueberries in Mexico has such a  
constant increase indicates a possible structure growth in this crop,  
which could allow an increase on the area even more for the next 5 years.

After a few years with significant variations in the national yield of  
blueberry, since 2016 the yield has remained relatively stable, 
which could indicate that national farmers have reached a key point 
in the understanding of the agronomic management of this crop.
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Although the blueberry is the berry that represents the least value 
of production for Mexico, behind the strawberry, blackberry and 
raspberry, the truth is that the trend is upward, although in the 
following two years there may not be a considerable increase,  
unless prices are high.

Value of blueberry production in Mexico
Source: SIAP
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Top Blueberry Producing States

The State of Jalisco continues to lead the national 
production of blueberries with 46.1%, although 
Michoacan saw its production increase consid-
erably between 2019 and 2020, to stay with 
19.4%, while Sinaloa had 16.9%.

Something that stands out is that the northern 
states of the country, Sinaloa and Baja California 
are the ones with the highest yield, which indi-
cates that they are taking the production of this 

crop quite seriously, which can be beared out by 
seeing that its surface increases year after year. 

Another striking issue is that, despite its greater 
production and surface area, Jalisco had a pro-
duction value only slightly higher than Michoacán, 
which indicates that producers in this state have 
found marketing channels that pay higher prices.

Top Blueberry Producing States in 2020
Source: SIAP

State

6 other states

Production 
obtained (t)

Harvested
area (ha)

Average
yield (t/ha)

Production
value (MP)
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Main blueberry producing municipalities

Blueberries were one of the crops that the SIAP did not fol-
low up at the world level during 2020, so there are no statis-
tics available for this year and the data of 2019 is  
the one being presented.

The municipality of Zapotlan el Grande, Jalisco,  
obtained 21.2% of the total production in Mexico,  
and in addition to that, the four most important municipalities 
in terms of the quantity produced are from Jalisco, being that 
in the fifth position appears Ensenada, Baja California. 

Main blueberry producing municipalities in 2019
Source: SIAP

As for the value of production, Ensenada is the 
most important city, with 706 million pesos  
generated in 2020, and almost doubling the 397 
million pesos of Zapotlan el Grande. Here what 
plays in favor of Ensenada is that practically the 

border is one step away, so the price per ton 
commercialized that can be obtained in the  
United States is much higher. 

Municipality
Production 
obtained (t)

Harvested
area (ha)

Average
yield (t/ha)

Production
value (MP)

50 other municipalities
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Breakdown of domestic blueberry 
production

Blueberry production technologies in Mexico during 2019
Source: SIAP

Most of the blueberry production in Mexico occurs in macro tunnel 
(61.5%), while 32.6% is open field, leaving only 5.9% in shade netting.  
Due to the protection of the crop, the average yield in macro tunnel is 
30.2% higher than the average yield obtained in the field.   
  
Something that draws a lot of attention is that the value of open field  
production exceeds macro tunnel, which could indicate some problem in 
the commercialization by farmers who have a protection structure, which 
in turn indicates the existence of a point of improvement in the business  
of this crop. 

Technology
Production 
obtained (t)

Harvested
area (ha)

Average
yield (t/ha)

Production
value (MP)

Open Field

Greenhouse

Macro Tunnel

Shade Netting
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Types of blueberries production in Mexico during 2020
Fuente: SIAP

Regarding the type of production, 97.1% is conventional, which  
undoubtedly draws attention, especially if we consider that the  
value per ton indicates that 20.6% more is paid for the organic varieties.  
This implies that there is an interesting opportunity for farmers who  
want to focus on organic production, although the pressure of pests  
and diseases that this crop has, makes it difficult to keep them away,  
which would explain the dominance of conventional production.

Production
Production 
obtained (t)

Harvested
area (ha)

Average
yield (t/ha)

Production
value (MP)

Convencional

Organic
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Monthly national production  
of blueberries

Monthly blueberry production  
in Mexico (%)

Source: SIAP

In Mexico, blueberry production 
has two well-marked peaks, one in 
the month of June, which is what 
is known as the summer peak, and 
another in the month of December, 
which is the winter peak. In these 
two months almost 50% of the total 
annual production is harvested.

Some marketing companies are try-
ing to create opportunities with their 
proprietary varieties, but the impact 
of the Biloxi public variety remains 
high, and as farmers already know 
their ideal management times then 
production is more or less  
stable.

The fact that the monthly production 
of blueberry is concentrated in two 
peaks is because at that time the 
domestic production of the United 
States is minimal, which means that 
it is a great opportunity for Mexican 
farmers to send everything they can 
to that market, but it is important to 
consider that due to the magnitude  
of the volume prices fall, in some 
occasions, considerably.

That is why missing these opportu-
nities can mean a risk in terms of agronomic management, but if things go well you can get much 
better prices that reward those farmers who have the conditions to modify the dates of the crop.

Month

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December
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The annual per capita consumption 
of blueberries went from 60 g 
in 2018 to 101 g in 2019, which 
meant an increase of 68.3%. Even 
so, the consumption of blueberries 
in Mexico is practically zero, so for 
those players willing to open the 
market it could result in a large  
investment, given that it is an agri-
cultural product that can be adver-
tised as nutraceutical, especially 
because it is and because national 
legislation on this issue is still 
non-existent.
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Strategy map
Strategic blueberry regions in Mexico

Source: SIAP

Undoubtedly, the productive region 8 of  Mexico is the  most   
important in the matter of  blueberry, since it covers Jalisco and  
Michoacan, although Baja California, Sinaloa and Colima begin to 
establish themselves as areas of importance to grow blueberries.



OverviewProduction in the 
United States



24Production in the United StatesContents

Production of blueberry  
in the United States

During 2020, blueberry production in the  
United States was 78,335 tons, while Mexico had 
50,293 tons, that is, a difference of 35.8%, which 
explains why in the United States there is so 

much interest to protect its farmers and it  
should be mentioned that even with its  
domestic production they do not meet  
market demand.

The top three blueberry-producing states in the United States are located on the west coast, with  
California being the only one that can maintain some production in late fall and early winter, given that  
both Washington and Oregon have more adverse conditions in those seasons.

United States
78,335 t

Mexico
50,293 t
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Blueberry production obtained in the United States (tons)
Source: NASS

Blueberry production in Washington maintains an upward trend, 
as does that of California; however, both  Oregon and Georgia have 
shown a slight decrease in their production volumes.

4 other states
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Harvested area of blueberries in the United States (hectares)
Source: NASS

As for the area of blueberry, the state of Michigan stands out in second place, 
located in the region of the great lakes, so adverse weather conditions also limit 
its production for a good part of the year. This reaffirms the fact that Mexican 
producers have well-established windows for production and subsequent 
marketing to the United States.

4 other states
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Average blueberry yield in the United States (t/ha)
Source: NASS

California is the state that 
stands out in terms of 
blueberry yields, which 
is understandable, due to 
better weather for most 
of the year, although it 
should not be forgotten 
that California is having 
serious problems with 
the supply of water for 
irrigation, as well as 
shortages of skilled labor, 
two factors that could 
negatively affect its 
blueberry production in 
the coming years.

4 other states
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Blueberry producers and exporters

Top Blueberry Producing Countries 2019
Source: TRIDGE

The United States and Canada account for almost 60% of the world's blueberry production, 
so this crop is strategic for both countries. Mexico is in the 6th position, quite close to Spain, 
although Peru is with whom you would have a direct competition, it still exceeds us by just 
over 11% of production.

United States

United States

Canada

Peru

Spain

Mexico

Poland

Germany

Portugal

Netherlands

Australia

Country Share (%)
Production  
capacity  
(thousands of tons)

Mexico

Peru

Spain

Australia

Netherlands

Portugal

Poland

GermanyCanada
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Leading blueberry exporting countries

Blueberry importing countries

Source: TRIDGE

Source: TRIDGE

Blueberry producers  
and exporters 2020

Peru and Chile are the countries 
that lead the world export of 
blueberries in America, while in 
Europe the Netherlands and Spain 
stand out. United States is in 5th 
position, so there is a lot of room 
for improvement in this section, 
as long as you have the necessary 
arguments to compete.

The United States is the main 
global market for blueberries, with 
just over 30% of global imports in 
2020, while Canada added almost 
another 6%. This is positive for 
Mexico, because on one side there 
is the largest consumer market for 
blueberries.

Morocco

Canada

South Africa

Poland

United States

United States

Spain

Netherlands

Netherlands

Germany

United Kingdom

China

Canada

Spain

Hong Kong

Poland

Switzerland

Peru

Chile

Mexico

Country

Country

Value (USD)

Value (USD)

Share (%)

Share (%)
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Monthly foreign trade
Monthly blueberry export in Mexico (%)

Source: SIAP

The peak of blueberry exports by Mexico occurs 
in the month of April, shortly before a season of 
strong production begins in the United States, 
which is the country that buys almost every-
thing that is exported. Throughout the summer 
and much of autumn this product is not export-
ed because what is produced is minimal, due to 
the closure of the season that occurs between 

June and July, to start again in September and 
October.

Towards the end of the year there is again an 
increase of some consideration in blueberry ex-
ports, which will depend on the severity of au-
tumn and winter in the main producing regions 
in the United States.

Month

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December
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Monthly export of blueberries from Mexico
Source: SIAP

The monthly export of blueberries by Mexico to the United States is 
very well defined, at least for the moment, with the peak of exports 
between March, April and May, to have a sharp fall in mid-years and 
rise again towards December.

Ja
nu

ar
y

Pe
rc

en
t (

%
)

Fe
br

ua
ry

M
ar

ch

A
pr

il

M
ay

D
ec

em
be

r

N
ov

em
be

r

O
ct

ob
er

Se
pt

em
be

r

A
ug

us
t

Ju
ly

Ju
ne



Contents 33Foreign Market

As already mentioned 
above, the United States 
is the country that keeps 
most of Mexico's exports, 
in fact, in the first quarter 
of 2021 it reached 94.9% 
of total exports.

Secondly, but quite far away was Japan, a 
country that is being sought to be the gateway 
to Asia for the Mexican blueberry, taking advan-
tage of the fact that it is the berry that pres-
ents the greatest resistance and that therefore 
arrives with better quality to the Asian country.

The issue here is that relying on a single import-
er is not a good thing, especially when the U.S. 
government has already threatened to impose 
higher tariffs on Mexico's blueberry, seeking to 
protect their producers, who cannot compete 
with the low production prices, especially labor, 
existing in Mexico, which would undoubted-
ly significantly affect Mexican farmers. That 
is why the urgency of opening new markets, 
something that is being tried for about 5 years 
with Asia, but due to the distance that the  
blueberry has to be transported, progress 
has been slow.
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Volume of fresh blueberry exports in United States (Q1 2021)
Source: SIAP

Value of fresh blueberry exports in United States (Q1 2021)
Source: SIAP

United States

United States

Japan

Japan

Hong Kong

Hong Kong

Canada

Canada

19 other
countries

19 other
countries

Country

Country

Q1 2021 (t)

Q1 2021 
(MD)

Q1 2021 (%)

Q1 2021 (%)
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Compared to fresh blueberries exports,  
processed blueberries exports are minimal, 
which implies that there is a great opportunity 
for those farmers and companies that invest 

in developing industrial blueberry-based food 
products, something that unfortunately is not  
so simple due to the large initial investment  
that is required.

Volume of processed blueberry exports in United States (Q1 2021)
Source: SIAP

Value of processed blueberry exports in United States (Q1 2021)
Source: SIAP

United States

United States

Canada

Canada

Japan

Japan

Guatemala

Guatemala

Country

Country

Q1 2021 
(MD)

Q1 2021 
(MD)

Q1 2021 (%)

Q1 2021 (%)
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Blueberry exports from Mexico to the United States
Source: USDA Border Crossing Data

Blueberry exports from Mexico to the United States (2021)
Source: USDA Border Crossing Data
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United States North America

Central AmericaMexico
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Main blueberry distribution companies
Source: USDA AMS

Company
No. of
ships Weight (kg)
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Main blueberry production companies
Source: USDA AMS

Company
No. of
ships Weight (kg)
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Blueberry volumes entering the US market*
Source: USDA AMS

The rivals to beat for Mexican blueberry farmers who want to export 
to the United States are Peru, Chile and Canada, although the case 
of Peru is interesting, since from 2018 to 2019 it almost doubled its 
placement of blueberries in the US market, while Chile has remained 
stable in recent years.

*Conventional and organic, all varieties, all crossings and shipping points, all types of packaging.  

Peru

Canada

Georgia

Central California

Michigan

New Jersey

Washington

North Carolina

Florida

Argentina

South California

Others

Chile

Mexico

Oregon
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Incremental blueberry volumes by origin and year*
Source: USDA AMS

In 2019 Peru surprised with the amount of blueberry it shipped to the US 
market, something it can do because the transport of this product by boat  
is relatively unexplained, and due to its longer shelf life, at least compared  
to the other three berries, which allows the fruit to arrive in good condition  
to the market.

*Conventional and organic, all varieties, all crossings and shipping points, all types of packaging. 
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Blueberry volumes and prices per month in the US market*
Source: USDA AMS
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The U.S. blueberry market is being disputed by several important 
players, without forgetting that domestic production is considerable, 
which is why the supply has increased in recent years, causing prices 
to present a downward trend that is affecting Mexican producers.

*Conventional product prices, packaging flats 12 6-oz cups with lids, all origins and sizes.  
  Volumes of conventional and organic product, all origins.
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Prices of conventional blueberries in the US market*
Fuente: Daily Market Report of ProducePay

Organic Blueberry Prices in the U.S. Market*
Source: Daily Market Report of ProducePay

*Conventional product, all origins. Packaging 12 6-oz cup with lids, all sizes. 

*Organic product, all origins. Packaging 12 6-oz cup with lids, all sizes. 

January        February         March             April               May               June               July           August       September      October      November    December            Average

Low Price High Price

January        February         March             April               May               June               July           August       September      October      November    December            Average

Low Price High Price
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The situation in the global blueberry market is generally positive. 
Some countries face problems due to extreme weather conditions, 
such as the United States, where supply has fallen slightly due to 
damage caused by recent heat waves, or logistics, as in the United 
Kingdom, but in many places, the slight reduction in supply has led 
to a rise in prices, which is a positive turn for many.

The storm Filomena, which crossed the Iberian Peninsula in 
January, causing a drop in temperatures, delayed more than a 
month the production of the early varieties. At the same time, the 
cold brought forward the production of late varieties. The main 
companies in the sector agreed that it was a risky campaign, 
because at that time it seemed that all the varieties were going to 
arrive in April, and that both the early and the late ones were going 
to register production peaks at the same time.

However, the temperatures of March and April were very mild, so 
finally the pic or expected was no reached. The outlook pointed to 
a year with 40-50% more volume due to the age of the bushes, the 
hectares in production and the varieties planted, especially taking 
into account the previous figures, but this has not been the case.

There has been a shortage of production and a slow and stable 
supply, with no peaks. But the most important thing is that prices 
have remained stable. While spring temperatures have meant that 
the blueberry campaign in Huelva did not suffer the concentration 
of supply that was feared at the beginning of the year, in the rest 
of Europe the cold delayed both open-air production and crops un-
der tunnels. This allowed Spain to stay in the market for more than 
a month than expected with good programs.

Overview of the global 
blueberry market
Source: Fresh Plaza

Spain: The campaign ends well 
while demand continues to grow
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The consumption of blueberries continues to 
grow every year. Although prices have been 
somewhat tight at the end of the season, demand 
is responding and there is steady growth. World 
production is very large, and the market is always 
supplied from various sources, which leaves fewer 
production gaps and facilitates regular consump-
tion throughout the year. This helps the consumer 
become familiar with the product and consumes it 
more frequently, and all producers in all countries 
benefit from it. In Spain, fruit is already on the 
shelves of all supermarket chains during the 12 
months of the year, although in terms of  
volume it is still far behind other countries in  
central and northern Europe.

"After a long period with Spanish and Portu-
guese blueberries, these seasons have come to 
an end. Qualitatively, the season is over. Cheap 
blueberries will still be available, but they will 
no longer be of good quality," says a Dutch fruit 
trader. "For two or three weeks we have had 
very good volumes of blueberries from Serbia 
and Romania. As far as prices are concerned, 
there have been no high prices in recent weeks, 
but in the coming weeks there will be more 
pressure on these when Serbia, Romania, 
Ukraine, Poland, the Netherlands and Germany 

Netherlands: Good harvest of blueberries,  
but a great offer arrives from several countries

are together in the market. Proper planning 
with distributors will be necessary to obtain 
the correct prices for producers. Dutch produc-
ers already have beautiful fruits almost ready 
to harvest, so let's hope that the rain does not 
spoil the work done again. In the coming weeks 
the situation of blueberries in the market will be 
defined and we will see if the volume accumu-
lates or if things go well. The consumption and 
size of the tubs will be key in this regard."
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The blueberry harvest is underway in the UK with 
the early harvest of the tunnels, which is being 
somewhat later than last year.

Blueberries from the tunnels have been protected 
from inclement weather, but it is possible that the 
harvest in the open field will be delayed by two 
weeks, and this could lead to a slight gap in the 
supply.

At this time, the conditions are suitable for tillage. 
The UK is recording some very heavy rainfall with 
low light levels and slightly cooler temperatures, 
but nothing extreme.

The market is relatively tight right now, with low 
production in the UK, which is normal in this early 
phase of the season. There are some Spanish blue-
berries, but the main Central European produc-
tions have not yet arrived. Things will accelerate 
in late July and early August, when growers start 
collecting the main crop in the open field.

As always, labor is a source of concern for most 
producers, and the SAWS program, which provi-
des a supply of non-European labor, has been vital, 
as there are more and few European workers left 
in the UK.

Transport is another issue that 
is generating a lot of concern, 
not only in the fresh produce 
sector, but in all industries in 
the UK.

One producer comments that there is no longer 
flexibility in labor supply or transport, so it is very 
important to stick to the original plans, which is 
not easy in the fresh produce sector. Costs have 
increased and we need to be more efficient, which 
increases pressure across the board.

United Kingdom: Tight market with possible  
supply gaps
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In Italy, the market currently has domestic production, as blueberries are grown throughout the coun-
try. The consumption of blueberries is clearly increasing, and the Spanish product is also present in the 
wholesale markets. Given the exceptional demand for Italian products, supply chains are being created 
at height, such as that of Val Brembana, in Lombardy.

A producer from Emilia Romagna claims 
that the harvest began with the Duke variety 
about 20 days ago and now continues with 
the Bluecrop. The harvest is expected to con-
tinue beyond mid-July. The product is being 
bought by a large food group for around 6 
euros/kg. A wholesaler in Veneto claims that 
all, or almost all, of the production areas in 
Italy are harvesting. "There is no shortage 
of blueberries and wholesale prices vary 
depending on quality and size. The highest 
prices for the first category are around 10 
euros / kg. There is a lot of product, but at 
the moment the market is absorbing it."

In Piedmont, the sale of blueberries is going 
reasonably well. The demand is constant, the 
market conditions are good, and the quality 
of the product is adequate. The demand for 
blueberries for export is huge. The UK, for 
example, prefers to buy this fruit over other 
types of berries. In the last week, prices have 
fallen slightly due to the arrival of blueberries 
from Serbia, Croatia and Romania at lower 
prices. "At the moment, everything is going 
well. We are recording a slight decrease in 
production due to spring frosts. There have 
been ups and downs in the search for labor, 
but this is something that happens every 
year," says one producer.

Blueberry production in Sicily ended a 
month ago and preparations for the next 
campaign are already underway. A producer 
supplying a well-known cooperative special-
izing in the marketing of red fruits says the 
average yield this year has been about 4 kg 
per plant. Its objective is to achieve an aver-
age price of between 6 and 7 euros / kg.

Italy: Blueberry production is in full swing  
as market prices remain
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Poland: Blueberries get rid of the effects  
of night frosts

South Africa: Big increase in blueberry production 
this season

The night frosts that occurred at the beginning of the season did 
not have a major effect on the yield of Polish blueberries this year. 
Blueberry production in Poland has been steadily increasing for a 
few years. This growth has now slowed down a bit, but it will be 
a while before the effects of this are felt in the market. The latest 
challenge for blueberry growers in Poland is to tackle the spot-
ted-winged drosophila, which began to be detected in 2020. It is a 
real source of concern for producers. The season should start again 
on the usual dates, around July 10.

The blueberry harvest in South Africa has just begun and some 
6 tons have already been exported, as the northern hemisphere 
enters its late season, and blueberry growers say they are excited 
about the harvest and the way volumes are growing.

It is estimated that the production will be about 36,000 tons and 
the export will reach 25,000, which is a great leap, since many 
young orchards are in full production age.

South Africa is not yet a major producer, but the sector is keen to 
expand its presence in the country.

The national blueberry sector has changed quite a bit in recent 
years with the entry of many new players and the increasing avail-
ability of blueberry cultivars outside of tightly controlled produc-
er-exporter models.

According to the Johannesburg primary market, the current price is 
92.90 rand (5.5 euros) per kilo.
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As far as open field blueberries are concerned, 
Shandong is an important production area, 
as it has excellent conditions for growing this 
fruit.  The coastal climate is mild and very 
suitable for the production of blueberries.

Chinese companies are looking for new 
varieties of blueberries.

China: Small gap between 
greenhouse and field blueberry 
production

At the moment, there are almost no greenhouse blueberries from 
southern China (south of the Yangzi River) on the market. Open-
field blueberries will arrive soon.

The months of July and August are the peak season for blueber-
ries in the northeastern region. The harvest of open-field blueber-
ries has just begun, so there is a small gap in the market between 
these productions.

In recent years, a lot of foreign investment has been allocated to 
start projects with Chinese companies for the construction of 
greenhouses for the production of blueberries in Yunnan prov-
ince. The volume and quality of Yunnan blueberries are gradually 
improving year after year.
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As blueberry supply shifts north to North Amer-
ica, supply is shrinking to lower-than-expected 
levels.

According to a California-based merchant, their 
season ended two weeks ago, and they moved 
to Oregon so they could have their supply or 
starting June 18. In late June, a heat wave hit 
that affected large swaths of the West Coast. 
The severity of the problems reported by the 
producers depended a lot on the area. Some 
suffered no problems in their crops, while others 
lost entire crops burned by the sun. Oregon  
usually has production until the end of July.

At the end of this week, Production from  
Washington also begins to be harvested.   
"The reports I'm getting so far indicate that 
the fruit hasn't suffered any damage, but that 
doesn't mean there aren't any problems," the 
trader says. The British Columbia also starting 
production. It has also suffered the impact of the 
heat wave, although producers in the eastern 
part of the province seem to be more affected 
than those in the western part. "The closer you 
are to the coast, the less you have suffered,"  
they say.

That said, much attention is being paid to the 
evolution of all Pacific Northwest crops to check 
the effects of heat.

It remains to be seen whether demand will remain 
at that level. "For a year or two, there has been 
more interest in larger packaging. This for me 
indicates greater consumption in households," 
says the trader. "And if supply remains scarce, 
there will be a high demand for fruit until the 
end of summer."

On the other side of the country, 
the trader says there is still lit-
tle production in the southeast, 
although that fruit is being sup-
plied mainly to customers in the 
southeast itself. New Jersey is 
supplying the Northeast, though 
reports indicate there is less 
fruit than initially anticipated, 
and Michigan is also now stock-
ing up with production. Demand 
is at a higher level than usual, 
even after the July 4 weekend.

North America: Lower supply due to heat wave 
keeps prices stable
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As far as imports are concerned, in September 
retailers will try to start working with fruit im-
ported from Peru. For its part, Peru is changing 
the fate of its early volumes.  "They will return 
to volumes earlier, but they are also focusing 
harder in their first few months in Asia, because 
the United States still has domestic production 
at that time," the trader concludes. "I think that 
trend will continue and that they will end up 
sending more to Asia until the United States 
starts running out of production."

According to the latest reports, the value of 
New Zealand's blueberry exports continues 
to grow every year. For the year ending June 
2020, the total value reached NZ$44 million, 
up from NZ$38.9 million in 2019. The value 
has been growing progressively, from just $6 
million in 2000 to $23.4 million in 2015. Aus-
tralia was the main destination for blueberry 
exports last year, with shipments valued at $39 
million. The report also shows that there were 
80 growers across the country who produced 
3,640 tons, and that the value of national sales 
of the fruit amounted to $35.3 million.

All this makes prices 
remain stable

Australia and New Zealand: The value of NZ's 
blueberry exports continues to grow significantly

In Australia, the northern New South Wales 
season began last month, which has caused 
retail prices to fall to 4.00-4.50 Australian 
dollars, after having risen during the autumn, 
when the fruit was out of season following the 
end of the production campaigns of the sou-
thern states.
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