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4The outlook for blackberry production un MexicoIndex

Overview

In 2019, world blackberry production reached 
an all-time high, continuing the trend of steady 
growth that has been observed since 2000. 
This increase in production derives from an in-
crease in harvested area, which increased 4.5% 
over 2018, although the average yield world-
wide presented a slight decrease, despite which 
it has remained relatively stable in recent years.

Spain is the main
exporting country 
of blackberries, 
and together with 
Portugal and 
Morocco covers
the demand of the
European market.
Mexico is the second
largest exporter,
meeting the demand
of the North 
American market, 
with the highest 
peak of exports 
during the spring.
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Fresh blackberry exports from Mexico are mainly 
to the United States, which is the only relevant 
market for foreign trade of this crop, a situation 
that the industry has well identified and that 
implies a great risk for producers and traders 
in the event that, for some reason related to 
the protection of the domestic market, the US 
government decides to impose certain restric-
tions on Mexican exports, something that could 
be unlikely, at least compared to other berries, 
because the seasonalities of Mexico and the 
United States are complementary. It is worth 
mentioning that exports of frozen and processed 
blackberries from Mexico are minimal, so there is 
a market opportunity yet to be explored.

In terms of exports, the companies that stand
out in terms of quantity are Driscoll's, Mainland
Farms and Sun Belle, which together with sever-
al other companies were responsible for 69.3% 
of the volume of blackberries that entered the 
U.S. market in 2019. The remaining volume was 
contributed mostly by Central California, South-
ern California and Georgia.

During 2020 and due to complications derived 
from COVID-19, blackberry prices were lower 
compared to previous years, although so far 
in 2021 there seems to be an improvement, 
although beyond a recovery in the purchasing 
power of consumers, it appears to be a short-
age of fruit, which would indicate that there are 
problems in the production issue that are affect-
ing significantly.
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From 2019 to 2020, national production de-
creased considerably, derived from a significant 
decrease in harvested area and a slight decrease 
in average yield, which together represented 
27.5% less fruit. There are many reasons that 
have led to this decrease, but one of the most 
impactful the "dieback", which is the name given 
to a group of fungal diseases that significantly 
affect the development of the plant, a problem 
that is mainly affecting the area of Los Reyes, 
Michoacán.

Due to the above, the value of domestic produc-
tion for the blackberry crop suffered a signifi-
cant decline in 2020, with 5,096 million pesos 
less than the previous year. Due to the strategic 
importance of this crop, this is not a decrease 
that should be taken lightly, although it remains 
to be seen how fast the U.S. market will recov-
er, which will greatly influence the recovery of 
domestic production.

Regarding blackberry production in Mexico, the
state of Michoacán continues to be the main ref-
erence, with Jalisco in second place, but far be-
hind in terms of numbers. At the municipal level, 
the first 10 municipalities in terms of production 
obtained belong to the state of Michoacán, with 
Los Reyes topping the list, doubling the produc-
tion of second place, which is Peribán.

Most of the produc-
tion is done in the 
open air, which in-
dicates that there is 
great potential for the
technification of this
crop.
Another opportunity
lies in organic pro-
duction, since the 
prices of organic 
blackberries are con-
siderably higher than 
those of conventional
blackberries, al-
though the challenge 
is to keep the main 
pests and diseases at 
bay, something that is
not easy in the areas 
where this crop is
predominant.
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If you want to be updated with the prices of black-
berries in the U.S. market, subscribe for free to the 
Daily Market Report offered by ProducePay, in 
which you will also find information on many other 
agricultural products.

If you are a blackberry producer, remember that in Treembo you can
place your crop on our agrifood map, so you can find technical 
advisors, input suppliers, potential buyers, news and more.
Register for free.

Clic here

For this reason, the alliance between
ProducePay and Treembo seeks to connect 
producers interested in exporting to the U.S 
market with potential clients, financial structures
and certifying agencies.

Daily Market Report

Harvest map

There are many producers who work hard to achieve the necessary quality, get a
customer and meet the export requirements, however, we know the typical story 
of the producer who exports and his customer does not pay him, with the impos-
sibility of acting legally in his country, so producers also need to have a legal and 
financial structure to protect them.

Clic here

https://treembo.com/harvest
https://insights.producepay.com/market-insights/watchlist
https://insights.producepay.com/market-insights/watchlist
https://treembo.com/harvest
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World production

Blackberry production obtained in the world
Source: FAOSTAT

World blackberry production reached its historical maximum in 
2019, when 922,681 t were obtained, with an average annual 
growth of 3.4% for the period from 2000 to 2019, indicating a 
worldwide stability in the production of this crop, with a non-
explosive, but steady growth.

In addition to Rubus ulmifolius the data also include Morus nigra, Morus alba,
Morus rubra, Myrtus communis and Gaylussacia spp.
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Harvested area of blackberry in the world
Source: FAOSTAT

During 2019, the harvested area of blackberry in the world 
amounted to 128,526 ha, which represented an increase of 4.5%
over the previous year, after two consecutive years with slight
decreases. The average annual variation between 2000 and
2019 was 2.7%.

In addition to Rubus ulmifolius the data also include Morus nigra, Morus alba, Morus
rubra, Myrtus communis and Gaylussacia spp.
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Average blackberry yield in the world
Source: FAOSTAT

Over the last two decades the average world blackberry yield has
remained relatively stable, reaching its highest value in 2018 with
7.4 t/ha, and its lowest value in 2002 with 6.6 t/ha, indicating a 
maximum variation of 12.1% during the period from 2000 to 2019.

In addition to Rubus ulmifolius the data also include Morus nigra, Morus alba, Morus
rubra, Myrtus communis and Gaylussacia spp.
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Main producers and exporters
of blackberries

Main blackberry exporting countries in 2020
Source: TRIDGE

The main blackberry exporting country in 2020 was Spain, with 
22.5% of total world exports, followed by Mexico, the United States, 
Morocco and Portugal. It is worth mentioning that Mexico is not so 
far behind Spain in this section, since in the same year it had 19.6% 
of world exports.

United States

Mexico

Portugal

Spain

Morocco

Spain

Country Percent (%)

United States

Mexico

Morocco

Portugal
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Main importing countries of blackberries in 2020
Source: TRIDGE

The United States stands out as the main importer of blackberries,
accounting for 45.9% of the world total in 2020, followed by 
Canada with 9.7%. In Europe, Germany, the United Kingdom and 
Spain together constitute a market that accounts for 24.4% of 
world blackberry imports.

Country Percent (%)

United States

Canada

Germany

Spain

United Kindom

United States

Canada

Spain

Germany

United Kingdom
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Monthly exports from Mexico
Monthly blackberry exports in Mexico (%)

Source: SIAP

In 2018 Mexico exported 77,389 tons of black-
berries, while in 2019 it exported 72,193 tons, 
which represented a decrease of 6.7%.
Revenues for this concept were US$405.0 mil-
lion in 2018 and US$400.0 million in 2019,
having a decrease of 1.3%.

The highest volume of exports occurs between
March and May, which are the months with the 
highest production peak in Mexico. The United 
States is the main client, with 365.9 and 360.8 
million dollars in 2018 and 2019, respectively, 
which implied 90.3 and 90.2% of the total value 
of Mexican exports.
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Monthly imports from Mexico

Monthly blackberry imports in
Mexico (%)
Source: SIAP

In 2018, Mexico imported 419 tons 
of blackberries, while in 2019 it 
imported 295 tons, which repre-
sented a decrease of 29.6%. 
Expenditures for this concept
were US$2.2 million in 2018 and 
US$0.9 million in 2019, having a 
decrease of 59.1%.

The volume of imports is low 
throughout the year, so there is no 
clear trend, however, during cer-
tain years it is common for them to 
increase mainly between June and
September, which is when domes-
tic production is almost zero, due to 
the seasonal closure of retailers.
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Export volume of Mexican
blackberries

During the first quarter of 2021, Mexico exported 20,055 tons of fresh blackberries, resulting in
revenues of US$147.9 million. Of the total volume exported, 92.0% was shipped to the United
States, representing 89.1% of total revenues.

Volume of fresh blackberry exports in Mexico (t)
Source: SIAP

Volume of fresh blackberry exports in Mexico (MD)
Source: SIAP

Country

Country

1Q 2021 (t) 1Q 2021 (%)
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Other 22
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Volume of processed blackberry exports in Mexico (t)
Source: SIAP

Volume of processed blackberry exports in Mexico (MD)
Fuente: SIAP
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Imports of fresh and processed
blackberries made by Mexico 
during the first quarter of 2021 
were minimal, 0.6 and 1.6 tons
respectively, all from the United
States, so the value of these 
outflows was just $1,226 and 
$1,641, respectively.

 

There is currently a certain risk for Mexican blackberry growers
who export their production, since the U.S. market absorbs prac-
tically all of Mexico's exports, and there are no important alter-
native markets to which they could turn if at some point the U.S. 
government imposes some type of restriction on Mexican black-
berries. This is unlikely to happen, since the main producing states 
are Oregon and California, and especially in Oregon the weather 
conditions during the fall and winter do not allow them to have 
production, while in California production decreases considerably.

In this sense, and for the time being, Mexico obtains most of its
production during the period in which there is no production in the 
United States, so that Mexican producers supplement the demand 
for blackberries when U.S. producers cannot, something that has 
allowed this crop to become more important for Mexico in the last 
decade. 
Despite this, it would not hurt to try to develop at least a couple of 
secondary markets.



20Foreign marketIndex

Mexico - United States

Blackberry exports from Mexico to the U.S.
Source: USDA Border Crossing Data

Imports of Mexican blackberries by the United States have not 
increased to the levels that were once envisioned, but have remained
relatively stable despite the very difficult year of 2020.
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Main blackberry distribution companies
Source: USDA Border Crossing Data

Company No. of
shipments

Shipping
weight (kg)
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Main blackberry producing companies
Source: USDA Border Crossing Data

Company No. of
shipments

Shipping
weight (kg)
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Blackberry volumes entering U.S. market*

Blackberry volumes and prices per month in the U.S. market*

Source: USDA AMS

Source: USDA AMS

During the last few years, blackberry production has increased in
Southern California, which implies an extra fruit volume that joins
the volume from Central California and Georgia, which in 2019 
together represented 20,820 t in the U.S. market, or 40.7% of the
volume of Mexican blackberry entering the same market.
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* Conventional and organic, all varieties, all crossings and points of shipment, all packaging types.

* Conventional product prices, packaging flats 12 6-oz cups with lids, all origins and sizes.
Conventional and organic product volumes, all origins, packaging and sizes.

Mexico

Southern California

Central California

Others

Mexico Central California Southern California

Others

Con. Price Linear (Conv. Price)
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Blackberry prices in the USA
Source: PRODUCEPAY

January February March April May June July August September October November December Average

High price Low price
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Blackberry production in Mexico

Compared to 2019, in 2020, 
the production obtained de-
creased by 27.5%, as a result 
of a 25.9% decrease in the
harvested area and a 2.2%
decrease in the yield obtained.

The 
production
of blackberry 
in Mexico was
215,924 t and
the harvested
area was 
9,554 ha, so 
the average 
yield was 22.6 
t/ha.



27Domestic productionIndex

Blackberry production obtained in Mexico

Harvested area of blackberry in Mexico

Source: SIAP

Source: SIAP

In Los Reyes, Michoacán 
and surrounding
municipalities, there
are significant problems 
with soil pathogens, 
mainly Fusarium 
oxisporum, which has 
affected blackberry
plantations, a factor that 
may explain the drastic 
decrease in production in 
2020 compared to 2019.

Between 2019 and 2020 
there was a decrease 
in harvested area of 
3,346 ha, of which 
1,520 ha were lost in the 
municipality of Los Reyes, 
Michoacán, as a result of 
the socalled "dieback", 
caused by a consortium of 
pathogenic
microorganisms that dry 
the blackberry plant.
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2019 is the year in which the highest national average yield for 
the blackberry crop was achieved, with 23.1 t/ha, although it was 
in 2016 when a considerable increase in the yield of this crop was 
achieved, which has remained relatively stable from 2016 to 2020.

Average blackberry yields in Mexico
Source: SIAP
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Blackberry is a strategic crop for Mexico because of the income it
represents from exports, and in 2020 the value of production fell
considerably, receiving 5,096 million pesos less compared to 2019,
which are possibly effects of COVID-19.

Value of blackberry production in Mexico
Source: SIAP

Due to the above, the value of production went 
from 13,068 million pesos in 2019 to 7,972 
million pesos in 2020, a considerable decrease of 
39.0%, which means a setback of this crop at the
national level. 

Another factor that affected the value of produc-
tion was the average price, as in 2019 this was 
$30,382/t, while in 2020 it was $28,167/t, i.E., 
7.3% less, a considerable decrease, especially if 
we consider that the trend in recent years was
upwards.
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Main producing States

Michoacán is the main blackberry producing state, concentrating 93.3% of the national total, with 
Jalisco in second place with 5.0% and Colima in third place with 0.9%. In addition, Michoacán gen-
erates 94.9% of the national production value of this crop. In 2020, 11 states reported blackberry 
production.

At the national level, there is a great opportunity to expand this 
crop to more states, given that production is practically concentrat-
ed in Michoacán, with a small participation of Jalisco. Therefore, it 
would be necessary to look for areas with temperate to semi-warm 
climate conditions, where minimum temperatures do not drop be-
low 10 °C and there is no probability of frost.

In the center of the country, Guanajuato, Querétaro and the State of 
Mexico have areas with great productive potential for this crop.

Main blackberry producing States in 2020
Source: SIAP

Other 7 states

State Production
obtained (t)

Harvested 
area (ha)

Average
yield (t/ha)

Production value
(million pesos)
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Main producing municipalities

Los Reyes is the main blackberry-producing munici-
pality, accounting for 43.7% of the national total, with 
Peribán in second place with 20.0% and Tacámbaro in 
third place with 9.4%. The first 10 producing munic-
ipalities are from the state of Michoacán. In 2020, 60 
municipalities reported blackberry production.

Main blackberry-producing municipalities in 2020
Source: SIAP

In Michoacán, the region formed by Los Reyes 
and neighboring municipalities is having major 
challenges with water and soil issues, which have 
generated significant problems with soil diseases
such as Fusarium, Phytophthora and Rhizoctonia, 
which have affected the development and pro-
duction of the Tupy variety.

This is the reason why the main trading com-
panies have developed and continue to develop 
more resistant varieties, which have a lower 
degree of affectation, although they are not ex-
empt from the problems, so that sustainable soil
management is becoming an undeniable priority.

Other 56 municipality

Municipality Production
obtained (t)

Harvested 
area (ha)

Average
yield (t/ha)

Production value
(million pesos)
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Domestic production breakdown

Blackberry production technologies in Mexico in 2020
Source: SIAP

In 2020, 94.7% of blackberry production in Mexico was in open fields, 
while in macro-tunnels it was 5.2%, which indicates that there is still a 
great margin for the technification of this crop, which would allow a consid-
erable increase in yields. However, open-air yields are higher because the 
main blackberry-producing areas are not very technified, but have climates 
and soils that are quite suitable for production, although it should be men-
tioned that a large percentage of the soils are overexploited.

Technology

Open field

Greenhouse

Macro tunnel

Shade netting

Production
obtained (t)

Area 
harvested (ha)

Average yield
(t/ha)

Production value
(million pesos)
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Types of blackberry production in Mexico in 2020

Blackberry production markets in Mexico in 2020

Source: SIAP

Source: SIAP

98.5% of the production was conventional, which indicates the existence of 
a business opportunity for farmers willing to engage in organic production, 
especially since the average price was production, especially because the av-
erage price was $36,695/ton for conventional and $51,387/ton for organic, 
with the advantage of 36,695/t for conventional and $51,387/t for organic, 
with the advantage that yields from organic production do not fall as low:
22.7 t/ha for conventional and 18.2 t/ha for organic.

63.8% of production was for export and had an average yield of 26.9 t/ha, 
compared to 17.6 t/ha for domestic production. The average price paid for 
exports was $41,076/t, while the average price for domestic production was 
$29,599/t, which explains why the domestic market is not of interest to many 
growers, who see the United States as a market that pays much more for 
their fruit.

Production Production
obtained (t)

Area 
harvested (ha)

Average yield
(t/ha)

Production value
(million pesos)

Conventional

Organic

Export

Domestic

Market Production
obtained (t)

Area 
harvested (ha)

Average yield
(t/ha)

Production value
(million pesos)
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Monthly domestic production

Monthly blackberry production
in Mexico

Source: SIAP

In Mexico, the blackberry season 
begins in September, reaching 
a first production peak between 
November and December, then a 
slight decrease during the winter 
and a second production peak 
between April, May and June, to 
close the season in July.

Annual per capita consumption of 
blackberry increased from 1.7 kg 
in 2018 to 1.8 kg in 2019, which 
was an increase of 5.9%.

These data indicate that the 
amount of blackberry consumed 
by Mexicans is small, mainly 
because most of the production 
is exported and because there 
are many regions where this crop 
is not known. Therefore, there is 
a great business opportunity for 
those who are willing to enter the 
domestic market, although the 
challenges are enormous: to make 
the product known nationally and 
educate potential customers on its 
consumption.
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Strategic map
Strategic blackberry regions in Mexico

Source: SIAP

There are 3 regions where blackberries are produced in Mexico,
two of them (regions 4 and 5) are the most important and have
the greatest potential, although region 8 in the north of the 
country also has good growth prospects.
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Since COVID-19 arrived in Mexico in March 2020, the main
representatives of the berry industry predicted a certain impact, 
with an unknown magnitude at that time, but as measures were 
applied to deal with the problem, especially in the United States, 
marketing became more complicated, especially for blackberries.

2019 closed as the best year
for the Mexican blackberry, very 
possibly due to the momentum 
that this crop brought in recent 
years; however, 2020 really 
showed the effects of the 
pandemic, with a drastic decrease 
in marketing prices, which came 
down up to 35% compared to the 
previous year..

The decrease in prices meant that the country's income from 
blackberry exports decreased considerably. The drop in prices was
the industry's response to a sharp readjustment in supply and
demand, due to a clear decrease in the purchasing power of U.S.
consumers, the main market for Mexican blackberries, who con-
sider blackberries, and berries in general, as a non-commodity 
product, which is no longer consumed when economic conditions 
are not favorable.

In addition, it appears that while the U.S. economy recovers as a 
whole, blackberry prices will continue to remain low, especially 
during the peak production months, as demand levels may still 
take some time to recover. However, we must consider that a 
crisis of the magnitude we have seen has the power to change 
consumption habits, so it is necessary to analyze in detail whether 
blackberry consumption will recover to its pre-pandemic levels, or 
if, on the contrary, during 2019 and 2020 products emerged that 
are serving as replacements.
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Forbes. Las berries mexicanas buscan nuevos 
mercados ante retos del T-MEC y Covid-19. 
https://www.forbes.com.mx/las-berries-
mexicanas-buscan-nuevos-mercados-ante-
retos-del-t-mec-y-covid-19/

Globalberry. Berries and people. https://www.
globalberry.net/conocenos 

FAOSTAT. Cultivos. http://www.fao.org/faostat/
es/#data/QCProducepay. https://www.
producepay.com/

SIAP. Zarzamora México. http://infosiap.siap.gob.
mx/gobmx/datosAbiertos_a.php

SIAP. Panorama Agroalimentario Berries 2016. 
https://www.gob.mx/cms/uploads/attachment/
file/200633/Panorama_Agroalimentario_
Berries_2016.pdf

USDA Border Crossing Data. Zarzamora 
productores, exportadores e importadores 
2010. https://www.ams.usda.gov/

Theibfr2.  Estudio de factibilidad para la 
comercialización de zarzamora en mercados 
internacionales. http://www.theibfr2.com/
RePEc/ibf/riafin/riaf-v6n2-2013/RIAF-
V6N2-2013-4.pdf

Anuario FAO de producción. 2000 Zarzamora, 
rubus fruticosus. https://www.frutas-
hortalizas.com/Frutas/Origen-produccion-
Zarzamora.html

https://www.forbes.com.mx/las-berries-mexicanas-buscan-nuevos-mercados-ante-retos-del-t-mec-y-covid-19/
https://www.globalberry.net/conocenos
http://www.fao.org/faostat/es/#data/QCProducepay. https://www.producepay.com/
http://infosiap.siap.gob.mx/gobmx/datosAbiertos_a.php
https://www.gob.mx/cms/uploads/attachment/file/200633/Panorama_Agroalimentario_Berries_2016.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/
http://www.theibfr2.com/RePEc/ibf/riafin/riaf-v6n2-2013/RIAF-V6N2-2013-4.pdf
https://www.frutas-hortalizas.com/Frutas/Origen-produccion-Zarzamora.html
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