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Bell Pepper Overview
By Yair Lopez

In Mexico we think that we are the kings of 
chili, both in consumption and production, and 
in some varieties, we could be, but it is not the 
case of Capsicum annuum, or better known as 
bell pepper or pepper.

In the case of this chili with no spiciness, China 
leads the world production and Mexico is the 
second largest producer.

At the same time, in this document, we will see 
the graph showing that the area sown to this 
crop has remained practically flat, with very 
little variation, showing us that what is really 
growing  is the yield in production, something 
that is totally linked to the technification of the 
crop, such as greenhouses, meshes, tunnels, 
irrigation systems and of course advances in 
genetics.

In Mexico more than 9,000 hectares are cul-
tivated with this product, half of which are in 
open fields, and the other half diversified among 

the different technifications, mesh cultivation is 
the most common.

Interestingly, there are 29 hectares of rainfed 
crops registered, it would be great to know the 
yields, difficulties and quality of the product of 
this production, only for comparative purposes.
 
We find Sinaloa as the main Mexican producer, 
but Jalisco and Guanajuato are ranked as the 
states with the highest technified production.

The latest world production officially  
recorded by FAOSTAT is around 42 million 
tons, showing a growth of almost 100% in 
the last 20 years or a sustained growth of  
approximately 5% in production.
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Mexico satisfies 100% its consumption of this 
pepper, and apart from it exports approximately 
30% of its annual production, the main buyer 
being the United States with 99% of Mexican 
exports.

November through March are the months with 
the highest Mexican exports and the hottest 
months; May, June, July are where the least ex-
ports are registered.

For the United States, Mexico accounts for more 
than 70% of the imports of bell pepper, which 
meant Mexico’s revenues in 2020 of more than 
700 million dollars.

In terms of sales prices, we will notice in the 
graphs that they are very variable, there are not 
so marked trends and seasonality influences  
a lot, but if you are interested in knowing  
continuously updated export prices, you can 
subscribe to the "Daily Market Report" offered 
by ProducePay and you will receive all the price 
updates of this and many other crops, it is free.

Also remember that if you’re a producer, you’re 
invited to join Treembo, an app that connects you 
with all the players in the agricultural sector such 
as producers, marketers, consultants, suppliers of 
inputs, news and more.

and join for free this network  
of the agricultural sector.

Download the app here

https://treembo.com/home
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If you want to be updated with the prices  
of bell pepper in the USA market, subscribe  
for free to the Daily Market Report offered  
by  ProducePay, in which you will also find  
information on many other agricultural products.

If you are a bell pepper producer, remember that in Treembo 
you can place your crop on our agrifood map, so you can find 
technical advisors, input suppliers, potential buyers, news and 
more. Register for free.

Click Here

This is where ProducePay and Treembo make 
an excellent collaboration to connect these 
producers with potential clients in the United 
States, financial structures and certifiers that 
promote exports.

Daily Price Report

Harvest Map

There are many producers who make an effort and take risks to start exporting, 
achieve the quality, the requirements and get a customer, but this is not all, you 
also need a legal and financial structure in this exchange, to be able to aspire to 
a growth without downturns, as we know the typical story of the producer who 
exports and his customer does not pay him, and cannot act legally in his country.

Click Here

https://treembo.com/harvest
https://insights.producepay.com/market-insights/watchlist
https://insights.producepay.com/market-insights/watchlist
https://treembo.com/harvest
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Historical World Production

The main world bell pepper production data are 
presented below. It is worth mentioning that the 

information presented by FAO refers to all types 
of chili peppers and peppers, green and dry.

Production of peppers in the world
Source: FAOSTAT

In the last two decades with available data, bell pepper production 
has increased relatively little with each passing year, but the trend 
indicates a steady increase, with a difference of almost 20 million 
tons between 2000 and 2019.
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Harvested area of peppers in the world

Average yield of bell pepper in the world

Source: FAOSTAT

Source: FAOSTAT

The harvested area in the world, between 2000 and 2019, remained between 3.23 
and 3.83 million hectares, indicating a stability of this crop, so the increase in produc-
tion obtained is due to the increase in global yields.

The world bell pepper yield in 2019 was 21.1 t/ha, a decrease of just 
0.9% from the previous year, but ending a streak of 16 consecutive years 
achieving an increase in annual yield worldwide.
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Worldwide Bell Pepper Production
Source: Hortoinfo, World bell pepper production leaves almost 24,000 
million euros in the field

The value of the world production of fresh  
peppers reaches 23,832.5 million euros,  
according to data prepared by Hortoinfo from 
the statistical agency of the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).
The FAO data correspond to the 2018 calendar 
year (January-December) which are the latest 
data published by the aforementioned agency.

As the FAO figures are expressed in U.S. dollars, 
for better comprehension and ease of compari-
son we have converted the prices to euros, using 
the average exchange rate for 2018, in which 
one U.S. dollar exchanged for 0.84 euros.

Comparing the value obtained by Spanish 
farmers for producing peppers with their com-
petitors, the value of Spanish peppers in 2018 
exceeded that of their competitors.

Spanish bell pepper exceeded in 2018 by 38.5% 
that of production in Turkey and by 173.72% the 
value obtained by Dutch producers for producing 
bell pepper.

Spanish fresh bell pepper production permitted 
farmers to earn in 2018, according to FAO, a 
total of 1,021.7 million euros, while 

farmers in Holland was in that year of 373.27 
million euros. In Israel bell pepper production 
reached a value in origin of 17.329 million euros 
and in Morocco of 7.461 million euros.

The country with the highest 
value is China with 8,999.87 
million euros. 

China is followed in second position by Indone-
sia with 4,405.02 million euros and South Korea 
in third place with 2,433.83 million euros. 

The fourth position is occupied by Mexico with 
a value of its fresh bell pepper production of 
1,312.23 million euros, with Spain in fifth place 
worldwide with the aforementioned value of 
1,021.7 million euros. The gross value of world 
production by country, expressed in millions of 
euros, are shown below.

Spanish context
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World bell pepper production value (2018)
Source: Hortoinfo

Country
Millions  
of euros

China

Indonesia

South Korea

Spain

Nigeria

Turkey

United States

Japan

Netherlands

Mexico



12Historical World ProductionContents

Main bell pepper producers 
Source: FAOSTAT

China is the world's leading producer of bell  
peppers and chili peppers, with 45.7% of pro-
duction and 22.7% of the harvested area in 
2019.  In terms of production Mexico ranked  

second, with 7.8%, while in harvested area India 
took 21.2%, so it is on a par with China, only with 
10.5 t/ha of national yield it is far behind China 
and its 30.6 t/ha average yield.

 Top chili and bell pepper producing countries in 2019.
Source: FAOSTAT

 State
 Production   
 obtained (t)

 Harvested
 area (ha)

 Average
 yield (t/ha)

 China

 Turkey

 Indonesia

 India

 Spain

 Egypt

 Nigeria

 Argelia

United States

 Mexico



13Historical World ProductionContents

National production
Source: Agroproductores, Bell Pepper in Mexico

Mexico has a planted area of more than 9,200 hectares of bell pepper. The bell pepper in Mexico is a 
highly profitable crop because it is exported to a large extent to various countries around the world, 
the main trading partner being the United States of America.

The Mexican government's Agricultural and Fisheries Information Service (SIAP) registers 9 cate-
gories for this crop, which are as follows, with their respective percentages in relation to the planted 
area:

Green bell pepper open field (43.9%) 

Green bell pepper open field for export (4.9%)

Green bell pepper in greenhouse (14.0%)

Green bell pepper in greenhouse  
for export  (0.3%)

Green bell pepper in macro tunnel (0.1%)

Green bell pepper in shade mesh (21.9%)

Green bell pepper in shade mesh  
for export  (13.4%)

Green bell pepper in shade mesh under 
organic production for export (0.1%) 

Green bell pepper under organic  
production  (1.5%)
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Of the area planted, 50.3% was under some 
type of open field production, while 49.6% was 
under protected agriculture, which includes 
greenhouse, macro-tunnel and shade net  
production.

 

Sinaloa is the state with the largest sowed area, 
with 3,266.44 hectares, representing 35% of 
the total hectares registered nationwide.

Jalisco and Guanajuato are the states with the 
largest registered area of bell pepper under 
greenhouses, both accounting for 6% of the 
total area, all of which is under greenhouse  
production under greenhouse. 

Each state contributes 3% of the total area. The 
34.0% of the total volume produced is obtained 
from open-air production, 42.7% from produc-
tion under shade netting and 23.1% from  
production under greenhouse.

Only 29 hectares of  
the 9,260.95 hectares 
planted are recorded  
as rainfed.
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Production in Mexico
Source: SIAP

In 2019, 676,216 t of peppers were obtained, 
which were harvested in 8,252 ha, so that the 
national yield remained at 81.9 t/ha, this accord-
ing to the information presented in the agricul-
tural closure by variety of the Agricultural and 
Fisheries Information Service.

Of the total tons produced, 79.1% was obtained 
with some type of protective structure, while 
the remaining 20.9% was produced in the open, 
which helps to understand the reason for the 

high average national yield of this crop. In fact, 
the average yield of greenhouse production was 
2.5 times higher than the average yield of open 
field production.2.5 times higher than the aver-
age open field yield.

 Bell pepper production technologies in Mexico during 2019
Source: SIAP

The production of bell pepper in Mexico is mostly done in greenhouses and 
shade netting, since these two protected agriculture technologies represent 
79.0% of the production, although the average yield of greenhouse 
production is much higher.

Technology
 Production  
 obtained (t)

 Harvested
 area (ha)

 Average
 yield (t/ha)

 Production
 value (MP)

Open Field

Greenhouse

Macro Tunnel

Shade Netting
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Types of bell pepper production in Mexico during 2019
Source: SIAP

Something that is striking is that 99.9% of production was 
conventional, which means that there is a great opportunity in 
the organic sector that is practically untapped, which would 
allow access to a more demanding customer profile, but who is 
willing to pay a higher price.

Production in Mexico

Production
 Production  
 obtained (t)

 Harvested
 area (ha)

 Average
 yield (t/ha)

 Production
 value (MP)

Conventional

Organic
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Approximately 1/3 of the national production of peppers is exported to 
the United States, and another part goes to Canada and other countries, 
despite which a good part stays in Mexico, where it is widely used in 
traditional gastronomy.

In addition, only 34.2% of production is destined for 
export, mainly to the United States, which indicates 
that much of the remaining 65.8% is consumed do-
mestically, which in turn indicates the great acceptance 
of bell pepper in Mexico. Although it would be neces-
sary to see how much exports to the United States can 
be increased, it would also be important to look for new 
markets and consolidate existing ones, to avoid depending on 
trade decisions in the United States, which last year already had 
a large market share in the United States. The United States, which 
last year gave the first warning that it wanted to limit its imports 
from Mexico.

Production markets for bell pepper in Mexico during 2019
Source: SIAP

Market
 Production  
 obtained (t)

 Harvested
 area (ha)

 Average
 yield (t/ha)

 Production
 value (MP)

Domestic

Exports
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Strategic map
Source: SIAP

Strategic bell pepper regions in Mexico, spring - summer
Source: SADER (2017)
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Strategic bell pepper regions in Mexico, autumn - winter
Source: SADER (2017)
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Establishment of the plantation
Source: SIAP

Chili peppers and peppers are grown either by 
direct sowing or transplanting; in the specific 
case of peppers, direct sowing is used. If a me-
chanical seeder is used, it should be calibrated 
to deposit 100 to 120 seeds per linear meter 
in each row, at a depth of 2 or 3 cm. When the 
seedlings emerge, some should be pulled up so 
that the distance between each one of them is 
25 or 30 cm.

If sowing is done manually, 10 to 15 seeds are 
sown per bush, leaving 50 cm between them.

On the other hand, in the case of transplanting 
in greenhouses, a planting arrangement of 30  
to 40 cm distance between plants and 25 cm 
between rows with a three-row (zig-zag)  
arrangement and beds with a distance of 1.2  
to 1.6 m between each other is recommended.

Chili peppers and peppers are typical of Mexican 
cuisine and are among the products with the greatest 
international market potential. With an annual  
production of

3.2 million tons
and average annual growth of 4.82% in the 2003-
2016 period, these products showed a growing and 
stable participation in the national supply.

Currently, they are important export crops, since 
29.71% of total production is destined for the inter-
national market. Mexican exports represented a very 
significant percentage of the imports of chili peppers 
and peppers made by the following countries:

United States - 77.99%

Canada - 55.45%

Guatemala- 52.25%
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Production and export of chili peppers and peppers in Mexico
Source: SADER

The value of Mexican bell pepper exports is estimated to increase 
41.9% by 2024, compared to exports made in 2018.

Foreign Market

 Year/Period

Estimates***  Cumulative growth**  Average annual growth**

Potential production***
(million tons)

Exports
(million tons)

Export value
(million at 2016 price)
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Market development
Source: SADER

Currently, 100% of domestic demand is satisfied with domestic production; likewise, world imports 
have increased 32.55% in the last decade, which has generated an increase in Mexican exports, 
mainly to the United States.

Production

0.99
MMt

2.33
MMt

3.28
MMt

National consumption 2016 Exports

Export destination of chili peppers and peppers
Source: SADER (2017)

29.71% of the national 
production of chili peppers and 
peppers is destined for export, 
although almost all exports are 
destined for the United States, 
so new markets need to be 
developed.

Country Millions
of tons

United States

Canada

Guatemala

Spain

Others
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Seasonality of exports of chili peppers and bell peppers
Source: SADER (2017)

The greatest number of exports occurs at the end and beginning of 
the year, between December and March, while June, July and August 
represent the months with the lowest flow abroad.
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Foreign trade

Importing countries Exporting countries

Source: SADER

Main world importers  
of chili peppers and peppers

World's leading exporters  
of chili peppers and peppers

Source: SADER (2017) Source: SADER (2017)

Country Country
Millions
of tons

Millions
of tons

United States Mexico

Germany Spain

Russia Netherlands

France India

Canada China

United Kingdom Canada

Thailand United States

Malaysia Morocco

Spain Turkey

Netherlands Israel
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Main chili and bell pepper exporting countries
Source: SADER (2017)

Country
Treaty/
Agreement**

Tariff applied  
to Mexico

Participation in 
Global interactions 
2006***

United States

Germany

United Kingdom

France

Canada

Russia

Thailand

Malaysia

Spain

Netherlands
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Exports of Mexican peppers to the U.S.
Source: Agroproductores, Mexican bell pepper exports. 

Bell pepper is Mexico's fourth most exported ag-
ricultural product. During 2019, it accounted for 
7.44% of total exports of agricultural products 
according to the National Institute of Statistics 
and Geography (INEGI).

Mexico has an area of 8,252.35 hectares, and the 
evolution of bell pepper production in Mexico has
seen an increase in the number of hectares of in 

the area planted as well as in the number of tons 
exported.

The main customer for Mexican bell  
pepper exports in recent years has been the 
United States, which has purchased an average 
of 99.37% of total exports of bell peppers.

Customers for Mexican bell pepper exports
Source: Agroproductores, Mexican bell pepper exports. 

As is the case with many  
agricultural products, the  
demand for food in the United 
States is very high, making it 
the main customer for Mexican 
pineapple.

United States  Rest of the world
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Main companies selling peppers
Source: USDA Border Crossing Data (2015-2020)

Main suppliers of peppers
Source: USDA Border Crossing Data (2015-2020)

Company

Company

Shipping 
weight (kg)

Shipping 
weight (kg)

State /  
Region

State /  
Region
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U.S. exports to Mexico

U.S. exports to Mexico

Source: USDA Border Crossing Data (2015-2020)

Source: USDA Border Crossing Data (2015-2020)
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Mexico's historical exports
Source: Secretaria de Economia 

Bell pepper exports from Mexico  
to the United States (thousands  
of dollars)

Source: SIAP

According to data from the 
Undersecretariat of Foreign 
Trade, bell pepper exports from 
Mexico to the United States 
have increased by

153.6%
from 2011 to 2020, with a 
steady growth throughout the 
last decade, indicating that 
the Mexican product is in high 
demand and acceptance in the 
United States.

Year Value
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In fact, during the first quarter of 2021, Mexico 
only exported bell pepper to the United States 
and Canada, according to data from the Tariff 
Information System via Internet (SIAVI).

Although it should be noted that the United 
States accounted for 97.4% of national exports, 
Canada could be one of those existing markets 
that should be consolidated.

The issue of imports is not of great relevance, 
since the only country from which bell pepper 
was imported in the first quarter of 2021 was 
the United States, even though such imports 

represented only 0.06% of the volume of  
imports from that country during the same 
period.

Monthly bell pepper exports from Mexico (2021)

Monthly imports of peppers from Mexico (2021)

Source: SIAVI

Source: SIAVI

Imports from Mexico

Country

Country

United States

January

January

February

February

March

March

United States

Canada
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Mexican peppers and United States
Source: Portal Frutícola, USA: USITC to oversee imports of peppers and strawberries 

The United States International Trade Commis-
sion (USITC) has initiated two investigations into 
U.S. imports of fresh or chilled strawberries and 
bell peppers.

The "follow-up fact-finding investigations" were 
requested by the United States Trade Represen-
tative (USTR) in a letter received on November 
4, 2020.

Such investigations could lead to market barriers 
such as the imposition of tariffs.

The United States imported US$1.8 billion of 
fresh peppers.

In the November 4 letter, the USTR stated  
that the request for monitoring of peppers,  
the export of the red bell peppers and straw-
berries was carried out in accordance with the 
provisions on agricultural products of the Global 
Safeguard Act.

Mexico - 72% Canada - 19%
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"The provisions state that if the USITC has  
monitored imports of a perishable agricultural 
product for at least 90 days, the domestic  
industry may file a request for a comprehensive 
safeguard investigation that includes  
a request for a preliminary determination  
and interim relief pending completion of the  
Commission's investigation," the USITC said 
in a statement on December 2

More information on the provisions can be found in the 
background section of the Commission's notices of insti-
tution of follow-up investigations for fresh or refrigerated 
strawberries and fresh or refrigerated bell peppers.

The USITC will collect and analyze information on U.S. 
imports of fresh or chilled strawberries and bell peppers.

The products identified for follow-up in the USTR demand 
letter are all products that fall into the following statistical 
reporting categories in the

Harmonized tariff schedule of the United States:

For bell peppers: 0709.60.40.15, 0709.60.40.25,
0709.60.40.65, 0709.60.40.85.
The USITC is soliciting input for the investigation from all 
interested parties in the form of written submissions to 
the docket.
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Measures on Mexican exports

On September 1, 2020, the Office of the U.S. 
Trade Representative published the U.S. Govern-
ment Support Plan for Producers of Seasonal and 
Perishable Fruits and Vegetables, where one of the 
actions was to request a fact-finding study on bell 
pepper trade between Mexico and the United 
States, due to the considerable increase in bell 
pepper imports in recent years.

At the time, the Ministry of Economy respond-
ed that it would monitor the development of the 
hearing and investigation processes, in conjunction 
with the private sector and interested parties, in 
order to ensure compliance at all times with the 
commitments established in the T-MEC and the 
World Trade Organization (WTO), as well as the 
recognition of the competitiveness of the Mexican 
agricultural export sector and the complementarity 
of both markets.

In addition, the National Agricultural Council (CNA) 
responded forcefully, indicating that it was already 
analyzing the U.S. products on which there would 
be retaliation if tariffs were applied to bell peppers, 
strawberries and blueberries.

It is important to mention that to 
date, the United States has not  
imposed any import restrictions  
on peppers,

However, this crop is in the sights of U.S. farm-
ers, who consider that Mexican producers have 
advantages that affect competitiveness, so we 
should not rule out the possibility that the issue 
will be put on the table again.

The advantages for Mexican producers are clear: 
lower labor costs, support from the Mexican 
government to increase exports, and above all, 
production under protective structures, which 
have allowed them to extend the production 
season, even to the point of being able to  
harvest throughout the year.
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Therefore, it cannot be ruled out that in the near 
future the Mexican and U.S. governments and 
producers will have to sit down to negotiate, 
especially because there is great pressure from 
U.S. bell pepper producers to impose tariffs on 
Mexican imports, so that Mexican producers who 
want to continue exporting will have to obtain 
lower profits. However, this scenario is unlikely 
because the current U.S. administration has been 
positive about the T-MEC.

We cannot overlook the fact that the previous ad-
ministration, headed by President Donald Trump, 
promoted a much more protectionist policy, while 
President Joe Biden changed the strategy and is 
focusing more on granting subsidies, so there is a 
great possibility that some aid will be granted to 
allow U.S. bell pepper farmers to face the com-
petitive prices of Mexican producers.

Mexican producers have been very successful in exporting bell pepper to the United States 
because they have been able to meet the required quality standards, which by the way are not 
few. The most relevant criteria are listed below:

Maturity: The fruit must be at an optimum stage 
of development that allows it to withstand normal 
transport and handling conditions. 

Cleanliness: The fruit should be practically free 
of soil, dust, leaves, branches or any other foreign 
matter or chemical product, such as copper.
 
Firmness: The fruit should be compact to the 
touch, so it should not be soft, wrinkled or flaccid, 
nor should it deform easily when light pressure is 
applied with the hand.
 
Appearance: The surface of the fruit should be 
smooth and shiny, free of defects such as cracks, 
rots and sunburn, and free of insect damage and 
mechanical damage or bruising.

Quality criteria

Well developed: The fruit must show physical 
characteristics of size, firmness, and color typi-
cal of the species and variety to which it corre-
sponds; it may be very slightly curved, marked 
or deformed. Fruits with a color other than green 
must show at least 50% of the fruit surface with 
the typical color of the variety.
 
Uniformity in variety or type: Bell peppers in 
any lot or sample should be similar in color and 
shape; for example, blocky (square) varieties 
should not be mixed with lamuyo (elongated) 
varieties. Different colors (rainbow) may be mixed 
in the same box, as long as the corresponding 
marking is made on the label or packaging.
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Green bell pepper prices in the U.S. market
Source: Daily Market Report of ProducePay

Red bell pepper prices in the U.S. market
Source: Daily Market Report of ProducePay

 January        February         March             April               May                June               July              August       September      October       November     December            Average

 January        February         March            April              May                June               July            August       September     October      November     December           Average

* Conventional product, Arizona, California and Texas crossings. Packaging: 1 1/9 BU, sizes from LGE to XLGE.

 Low Price

 Low Price

High Price   

High Price   

* Conventional product, Arizona and Texas crossings. Packaging: 11lbs box, sizes from LGE to XLGE.
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Volume of peppers entering the U.S. market*.
Source: Daily Market Report of ProducePay

Mexico is the main supplier of bell peppers to the U.S. market,  
although domestic production in Florida, California, Georgia and  
Michigan comes close, and imports from Canada account for  
about 25% of exports from Mexico, so competition exists.

Canada

Central California

Georgia

Mexico

Florida

Southern California

Michigan

Others

* Conventional and organic, all crossings and points of shipment, all types of packaging.
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The new Top Seeds peppers are suitable for
for the Mexican market and temperatures
Source: Fresh Plaza, Top Seeds' new peppers are suitable for Mexico's market  
and temperatures.

With two new products, Top Seeds International, the international company specializing in the 
research and commercialization of innovative hybrid varieties of high quality vegetables, has ex-
panded its range of peppers for the Mexican market. The two new varieties are Top Isabel and Top 
Nadia, a yellow and a red bell pepper, respectively, with organoleptic and cultivation characteristics 
created with the idea of aligning with the demands of Mexican growers and consumers.

Specifically, Top Isabel (Top 400) is a new yellow pepper variety 
that stands out for its earliness and development in hot condi-
tions (common in northwestern Mexico), as well as for its high 
leaf area index and excellent quality. The fruits are consistent 
and of large size (XL and L), with block shape and uniform yellow 
color. In addition, fruit size and shape remain constant throughout 
the production cycle.

Top Nadia (Top 300) is a red bell pepper variety with vigorous 
and precocious plants, with good development capacity in  
hot conditions and organoleptic characteristics that are very 
attractive for the Mexican market. In fact, the fruits are firm, large 
(Jumbo/XL/L) and bright red in color, with a uniform block shape.
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"The jewel in the crown of the offer 
is Top 141, whose variety has esta-
blished itself as a favorite of farmers 
in northwestern Mexico, thanks to 
its earliness and its ability to develop 
even in very hot conditions, as well as 
the organoleptic characteristics and 
appearance of the fruit: its bright red 
color, its attractive shape with a bri-
ght red color, and the fact that it has a 
very good taste. 3-4 lobes, their thick 
walls and its large size (XL/L)," the 
company commented.

Top 141: the number one red bell pepper on 
the Mexican market

Top Seeds International's range of peppers  
for the Mexican market was already extensive 
before the launch of Top Isabel and Top Nadia.  
In fact, over the years, the company has focused 
on the continuous improvement of its bell  
pepper varieties in Mexico, in order to offer a 
rich assortment of products that satisfies the 
multiple demands of both the market and  
growers.

Its earliness, in particular, responds to the re-
quirements of a competitive market. Top 141 is 
available in December and January, when the 
supply of peppers on the export market does not 
meet demand.

The Top 166, on the other hand, is a red bell 
pepper with exceptional earliness, which stands 
out for its intense color, its block shape and its 

thick walls. These characteristics make it ideal 
for "traffic light" packaging, while its large size is 
perfect for bagging.

Last but not least is Top Dron, a variety with 
high production and medium earliness, very 
suitable for the main production areas of Mexico. 
It has a large size (L and XL), an attractive shape 
and an intense red color. It is perfect for sale in 
boxes and bags.
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Estimate 2030
Source: SADER

International consumption and national production  
of chili peppers and peppers

Source: SADER

In 2030, an increase in world demand is estimated from 6.30 to 8.10 million tons 
(a cumulative growth of 28.57%), while the national production of chili peppers 
and peppers has the capacity to increase from 3.28 to 4.02 million tons, which 
represents a cumulative growth of 22.44%. Given this scenario, it is feasible to al-
locate 2.75 million tons for national consumption and 1.29 million tons for exports.

Global imports plus 
historic consumption

World imports plus
historical consumption

Estimated
production

Historic consumption
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Overview of international competition in 2030

World's leading exporters of chili peppers and peppers
Source: SADER (2017)

On the left side of the table are the main importing countries of chili 
peppers and peppers, and to the right the countries from which they 
make their imports, as well as the percentage of these. It is estimated 
that by 2030 the map of world pepper trade will change little, first, 
because the main participants are very well established, although of 
course, there is always some country that could give a surprise.

 United States*

Country
Mexico China Guatemala India Morocco Netherlands Peru SpainNew

Zeland
South
Korea

 Imports in 2016 
 (tons)

 Germany*

 United Kingdom*

 France*

 Canada*

 Malaysia*

 Spain*

 Italy*

 Japan*

 Belgium*

* Destination countries (importers)
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Agroproductores. Pimiento Morrón en México.  
https://agroproductores.com/pimiento-morron-
en-mexico/

 Blog Agricultura. Estadísticas mundiales de 
pimiento. https://blogagricultura.com/
estadisticas-pimiento-produccion/

FAOSTAT. Cultivos. http://www.fao.org/faostat/
es/#data/QC

 
Fresh Plaza.  Los nuevos pimientos de Top 

Seeds son adecuados para el mercado y 
las temperaturas de México. https://www.
freshplaza.es/article/9321906/los-nuevos-
pimientos-de-top-seeds-son-adecuados-para-
el-mercado-y-las-temperaturas-de-mexico/

Hortoinfo (--) La producción mundial de 
pimiento deja en el campo casi 24.000 
millones de euros. http://www.hortoinfo.
es/index.php/9953-produccion-mundial-
pimiento-091220

USDA Border Crossing Data (2015 - 2020)

Portal Frutícola. EE.UU.: USITC supervisará las 
importaciones de pimientos y frutillas. https://
www.portalfruticola.com/noticias/2020/12/03/
ee-uu-usitc-supervisara-las-importaciones-de-
pimientos-y-frutillas/

Revista Ciencia. Chile como alimento. https://
www.revistaciencia.amc.edu.mx/images/
revista/66_3/PDF/Chile.pdf

SIAP. Cierre de la producción agrícola. https://
nube.siap.gob.mx/cierreagricola/

SIAP. Chiles y pimientos mexicanos. 

Secretaria de Economía (2020). Principales 
productos exportados por México a Estados 
Unidos. http://www.economia-snci.gob.mx/

ProducePay. (2021). Daily Market Report 
ProducePay. https://insights.producepay.com/
commodity-varieties/157/shipping-point 

USDA AMS. Precios de pimiento en el mercado de 
EUA. 
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https://www.portalfruticola.com/noticias/2020/12/03/ee-uu-usitc-supervisara-las-importaciones-de-pimientos-y-frutillas/
https://www.revistaciencia.amc.edu.mx/images/revista/66_3/PDF/Chile.pdf
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http://www.economia-snci.gob.mx/
https://insights.producepay.com/commodity-varieties/157/shipping-point
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